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CO EEE RE EE en Ee 


Q. F § all Perfetlion in GOD? 
A, Whatfoever is want to be underfltood by the 
Name of Perfe@tion (which Word we mutt be con- 
‘cnt to ufe, fince our Language furnilhes us with 
no better, to exprefs the Greek Teassizns) is in God, 
may be thus provd. Whar Perfection foever there 
iin Things, it eicher had a Beginning, orhadno 
Beeinning. Thar which had no Beginning, 1S @ 
Perfection of God: And that which hada Be 
3 nis. of Necefliry muft have fome ‘hing, that gave C 
tfuch Beginning. And fince nothing among all 
ihe Things “that have a ieing, is made of nothing ; 
i: follows that thole Perfedions which appear to 
be in any Effects were the Reafon why the Caufe 
thereof could produce any =e accordingly ; 
and ¢ confequently are all in the frit Caufe. Nei- 
ther muft ic be here mmagiod, that the firtt Caufe 


‘can af-erward be depriv - of 3 tes | Perfection; either 


. 


by fomsother Thing different from it {olf, becaufe 
A 2 chag 











mn lhe Deiphick Oracle, 
that which is eternal hath no Dependance upon 
any other Thing, neither can be liable and fub- 
yect unto their Pvions ; or of it felf, becaufe eve- 
ry Nature defires 1ts own Perfection. 
Q. If God dith govern the whale World by bis divine 
I rowidence, bow comes is to pa's, that wicked Alen are 
cfrentimes more prof perous than they wo are good and 
viriuous ? 
A. The Preacher takes notice of this Quetflion, 
Ww ence he fays, That there be ; jnlt Men unto whom tt 
hanpenetD acon ‘aing to the Work of the Wicked : again, 
aay cre be oa) sched a4 Ades Pr td whom it "9 zp penetl acoord: NG av 
the aa cf the Rigbteous. Eccl. viii. 14, Fiom 
nefe Words fome objec t, that inthe Government 
oft humane Affairs (who, er whatever prefides o- 
ver them) branes sno fuch michty Diltinction made 
erwern e ult andthe Wicked; mor in the Di- 
tribution ‘of Goo »dand Evil, 1s there any great 
.egard had to the Nature and Quality of Mens 
Vorks: for ia this Difparity and feeming Inequa- 
vy of Difpenfations or Events, there are good 
Mien, to whom great Misfortunes and Calamuties 
happen, as if they had done {ome great Wicked- 
nels, and there are wicked Men that meet vn 
luch Succefs and pany, as aif they had don 
Actions the moft laudable, rIBIKCOUS, and ani 
‘1OUS. some very W orthy and religious Perions 
rac their Fortunes and Libcity,, their Power, 
Lives, or Crowns; the Sranders by Not knowing 
eat > thee fhould be thus rigoroully 
od, trampled on, and murde 
‘ Tnnocency and Virtue be- 
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tray cher, a make thema Prey ; when others 
ot orcflis vate and reprobate Manners, live ac their 
E ale, have every thing in a manner, according 
co their own Hearts Luts, and revel and riot in 
Mighell? «6 2F 


‘he World, as if their Vices did recommend them 
tothe Pavour of Heaven, This Inequality feems 
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The Deiphict 3 Cracte, 5 
aoreat Evil, Grievance and Perpiexity, to the 
Sons of Men: ’ewastuch a Giievance to the holy 
Pialmift, that he declared, He svas grieyed at the 
Wicked, to {ce the Ungediy in Prof perity. Some indeed 
nay take itto bea ‘Defe@tion in Providence, that 
more Profperity is not appropriated, and infur'd 
to Virrueand Goodneis; burthen ic would render 
Mens good Adtions like rewardable, if 2 greater 
Prof{perity was aiwaysto attend them here ; for as 
that near and certain View of Profperity would 
much fuperceed Faith, fo would it alfo too much 
determine the Will and make Men good, rather 
bya kind of Neceflity, than of their own free 

choice. “Fis then beft and moft _——— to 

3500'S Hor our and Atrribuces, that there be no- 
thing on Ear rth firm and flable; and- ne tfucha 
Dilpari ty of Difpentations or ; wwe aitend Mens 
Perfons and Adtions, left they meet wich too 
{trong a Lempration to give themfelves upto Va- 
nity, and icfs or d on the divine Promife, 
Affifiance, Benecdicticn and Perfection. Since 
God made Men fre ce Agents, and by his Aid to 
werk out their own Salvazion, cis bue fit and rea- 
fonable chat there be wavs to try their Faichfnul- 
els, and coprove their Virtue, whether it be fin- 
cere and folid. For this and other wile Ends, 
bef known to himfelf, he makes good Men fome- 
times proiperous, and fometimes unfortunate 
4 moft remarkable Inftance of this is feen in thats 
mot upright Man Fob, who certainly was very 
highly pieafing to God in his Profperity; bur yee 
he mever was a more Huftrious spectacle to God 
and Ange!s, than when {tripe naked of his Hitate 
and Fortune, his dear Children and Domefticks, 
Lis Healtn and Reputation; than when on the 
Dunghil, and in the midst of Ca! Mites, great 
and numerous enous! co diftract others, and drive 


tem to their Wits end; WE fav, never more g glo- 
| Ficus 
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The Deipwick Cigele 

tion, Was deriv oiivons our firft Parents Cor from 
wience elfe could it Nraceec ) unto elmoit a 
civiliz d _Peop! Noy 43 is prain by Honzer s sana 
and by Philofophers, not oaly of the Grecians, bt 
likewife the Druices in Britain and France, and th 
Gymnof: anaes cr Bracemens in India, and by che 
gyptians, 7 bracians, ‘and antient Germans. In |; 
manner touching God's Judgement to come afte 
this Life, many ‘Things we fee were extent, are 
well among the Greeians, as alfo among the Evyori- 
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ans and Indians, 5 Whereunto may be adce ‘ that 
old Tradition of the Confympticn of che Wor'd 
by Fire, which was antiently found in th C Sybil 


and in Owid and Lucan, , and r 


% id th “2 iRGLIGAHS rf Siam 
of which Thing the "Atti ologe rs have noted thi 
to be a Sign, that the Sun draws Nearer and n 
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40 P44, 
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rerto the Earth, Yea, when the 
yica, and other foreign Places \ er 
this fame Opinion of the Tamer 
Souls, andthe lait Judgme 
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the Inhabitants there. 
< ). Be het ther do Mex bec y bot i ile and F; ups e 


m1 re by th @ Inguftice of ‘Leis iy Ensen mier, than by their 2298 


. * 7 
Difcretion ; é 


‘A. More by the Injufice of their Enemies than 
their own Difcretions s, COMen many times become 


both wife and fortunate; anda y 
“ixample hereot we have in hing: Henry the Third, 
whofe Innocency, and natural Go odnefs protec - 
ing him througho out the varicus Perils of his Fa- 
the r’s Reign, he afcended the Throne whilft bue 
a Child; and then the publicls Diitempers were 
very few, and fuch only as are incident to all 
states, the Commons pree: ly and tenacious of Li- 
berty, andthe Nobility of Rule. 

Thirty Years being paftand gone, and none of 
the old Guides of the King’s Youth left alive, but 


Hubert de Burgh, Earl of Kent, whofe Length of 
Days 









% The sdetuprek comets, 
Days eave him the Advantage of fole’ Power, hi- 
Ambition furnif fhing Defire an nd Art to keep out 
ethers, which drew pen him the implacable Ma- 
lice © fa great many. Time had how wrought a 
Rev olution, as in its fF, fo in the Hearts of the 
Peopie, who had forgotten the late Suiferings of 
their F< athers, and labour d under the Surfeit of | 
long Peace; which having, probably, let infome 
Abufes, the Commons (to wh om the Prefent feems 
ever wort) take che Alart n, iall to arene. , 
the patt Ave s they never rer: membred, and con- 
demning the prefent ; tho’ equally ignorant of the 
Difeafe of it, and of the Remedy. With thefe i- 
dle and ufyal Humours, {truck in the Earls of 
Pembroke, Gloucefter, and Hertforé, Darlings of the 
Rabbie; and of the Gentry, were Fitz Cecffrey, 
Bard: Iph, Grifley and Fitz, Fobn ; Spirits of as much 
Arrogance and Acrimony, as Cam ip, Court and 
Country (the Places from whence they were e- 
lected) cold afford any. Thefe by Money and 
Addrefs cafily brought over to their Party Peter, 
Bifhop of Winchefer, an ill Man, but in Favour 
with the King 5 and then they drew up feveral Ar- 
ticles again{t de Burgh, under one of which he 
worthily — Winchejicr is now mounted in- 
tothe Saddie, and governs all; taking for his 
Prime hidienasis Peter de Rivallis, {uch another as 
himfelf, difplaces the Natives, and advances his 
Countrymen, Potctorius and Britains, into Ofhces 
of the greateft Truft and Benefit; and draws the 
King into an ill Opinion of his People, who 
were foes dto the Quick, in being domineerd 
over by Foreigners. flere it was that Injuftice 
became the Arbiter of common Eguity, ri Law 
lay gafping at the Foot of Faction, Peace at the 
Mercy of Sedition, and Oppreffion fiept into the 
Bench to pronounce upon Points of Right and 
Honefty, fo that the Plot of the tumultuous Bae 
rons. 
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y the ambitious lee cs, ahd entrufted in tke 
lands of the King’s Hali Brethren, Adam, Guido, 
wdfiey, and W spr vho fell immediately to fil. 
ing the Courts of Juttice, and Places of Truft, 
Wi th their own Countrymens exacting of whom, 
here and what they would ; Watling the publick 
Treafure, and Crown- Lands, to the enriching of 
themielves and Dependents; fetting Prices uron 
all wee s; and fquacing che Law according to 
the ule of their own Bre alts: and upon any Com- 
plaint of the Subje& the ufual Reply of their § Ser- 
vants was, Hor’! jot help your feif; for tbe Kine’s 
Picafive’s in my Matter’s Pocket ? Thefe Confufi- 
ons were ufherdin by a Famine, and that fo vio- 
lent a one, that the King 1s forced to direst W rits 
to the feveral Counties, to bury their Dead, they 
were fo numerous: the Dearth continues, and 
then fell che Sword to raging fo terribly, that no 
Man durit to w ais abroad without Arms; all the 
Villeres being leit as a Preyto the tumultuous 
Rabble; who raving up and down, by the Con- 
livance of fuch as ought to have fupprefs’d them, 
it plainly aopeared, that the factious Lords, whom 
tne hing (ulpeated, had fomenced and given Life 
tothe Commotion; Seditious Peers ever bringing 
Fewel to fuch popular Fires, Neither was the 
Church it felf without a bufie Part in this Tragicat 
Scene; fer the Biinops of Worcefter and Lincoln, 
being Well- Withers to z Moatfor? and his Faction, 
were far ene paged. [n fach Defigns Churchmen 
are never wa ane and therefore they ought not 
to be our Seating s3to Matters of Lc oy. ley and 
Allegiance: they may fafcly tnform us of our Du- 
ty in difficult Points of Religion; and where an 
humble Ignorance is a fecure Kno owiedge, We 
may relic upoachem ; but they are nor to ke hear- 
ken’d to in theie clamorous Harangues againit 


Authority. 
Now 
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The Dei Dat re Es Oracle, IE 

Now to remedy all thofe Confulions, and fup- 
oly the King’s Necefitcies, a Pa: liament was cal- 
led at lat; much to the liking of thofe Lords, who 
as little meant to relieve their Soverei; gn, as they 
didto neal the State ; their End at that time, be- 
ing only to lay open, at home, the Povercy of 
their Matter 5 leffen his Reputation abroad; 
and in thofe times of Privilege, to breathe ounce 
cit Paflions freely. The Time being come, 
and he having ratified afrefh the Great Character, 
admitted into his Council. Some Perfons of the 
Commons Election, and promifed for the future 
to apply himfelt to Natives, not Foreigners: 
Sut yee juch ftillwas his Eafir ef and Flexibility, 
when he came to be preft hard by his Irench Mi- 
nions, that he was not capable of witholding his 
[land from their infatiable De fires, and endlefs 
squanderines: infomuch that tw then became a 
By-word, Our Inbevitcnce is poffefsa by Aliens, and 
cur H ws by Strangers. But before the hing 
would again fabmit himfelfto fo many beld and 
stridt Enquiries ofhis difloyal Subjects, as he had 
cndur'd the laft Parliament, he refolves to tr y and 
undergo all Shiftsand Extrem ities, that Neceflicy 
and a great ‘Mind could impefe upon him. Iie 
therefore 3 ‘pofes the Crown Lands and Jewcls to 
fale, pawns Gafcoys, and aiter that his imperiat 
Crown, and after wnat the Jewels and Ornaments 
of St & ina Shrine; and at tic {kc ODS run (be! ne 
deftitute of means to defray the Charze of his 
Court) - forced to break Up outs, and with 
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nS 
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‘5 


his Quee and Children to preis upon the Charity 


of his Sub pied for his daily Bread, Siaving thus 
ty Improvidence, again reduced himfelf to this 
low Ebb, the Rebellious Lords grew more aad 
more intractable, in Confidence that the Sove- 
reion Power would, now at laft, inevitably fall 
a Prey to their at nbiti ious Mashinations; which, 
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The Detahick Oracle, 15 
reienty, Credic and Veneration. Wherefore he 
enters upon his regain Authority with Gentle- 
nefs and Clemency ; wholly palling over the 
Faults « mee of the Rebels, and fo forget the 
refi, that they might live, but to the any of his 

4 


Gonds e{s; fo vr che fox ve Killd, the more remain 
toadorn the Trophy. fnthe next place, he ap- 
ply d himfctf to the correcting of his own natura! 
infirmities, as well as thofe “of t he great Men of 
his Co nit; fo that tho: he might now and then 
touch upon the Skirts of Vice, yet was he ever 
after Cautious of ¢ entering the Circle. He reduc’d 
the Expences of his Houf2 to the suft Rule of his 
proper Revenve; and was cham heard to fay, 
That bis former erce {jive Squanderings had torn open ax 
Tijue cf his Suajedts Blood, He fill’ up the Seats of 


Judgment with Men of [ earning and Probity ; 


and the better to fet off his own Capacity, and 
to diicover to the World what Part he intended, 
hereafter, to bear in all deliberate Expeditions, 
he fics himfelf in Council daily, difpofing Affairs 
cf moft weight, in hisown Perfon. This won- 
deiful Change brought over the People again 


ciw eat it 


(with Adm iration) tothe King’s Devotion, ‘and 
their own Duty. This Calm ac cended, ever af- 
ter, this King’s Age and Eearfe ; infomuch chat 
ail the Adions of his future Reign were exa& 
Rules of Ditcipline and Policy, and worthy the 
Imication of his belt Succeifors; who, as he was 
the firftt of his Name (Henry) after the Conqueif, 
jo was he alfo che fartt char thoroughly reform’d the 
Abufes crept into the Law, fe tled the Common- 
wealth, deliverd the Naticn out of the Thraldom 
efthe Peers, and by all his Adtions afterward, 
approv d himfelf capable of governing not this fin- 
gle Realm only, but the w hole World. 

Q. It is my Belief (Gentlemen) that Bodies once dead 
cannot be reviu'd again: pray what may be your Opinion 
of this Thought @ A: 
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and the rather, | becaufe it isin amanner naturally 
apparent, that humane Flefh was not intended for 
Man’s Food. Or fuppofe it were not fo, bur 
fomething which hath made an Acceflion to the 
latter Body mutt be taken from it again, this will 
not make ic not to be the fame Body: for even in 
this Life there happens greater Ch anges of Parti- 
cles, than this comes to. Yea, we {ce that a Bur- 
tertly 3 is ina Worm; andthe Subitance of Herbs 
or Wine in fome very {mall Things; from whence 
they may be reffor’d to their former yait Magni- 
tude. Surely, fince both thefe and many other 
Things may without any Inconvenience be fuppo- 
fed, there is no Keaton, that the B eftitution of 2 
Body diffolv’d fhould be reckon’d imong impofit- 
ble Things: which learned Men among the Cba:- 
dans, Stoicks, and Peripateticks, belicvd nor onl: 
might, but fhould be. 

. How arofe the Cuftorm of meking g Perfons, fufreT= 
ed of roe ; 10 touch cusiet d Bodies for the Difcavery 
hereof and what is the Re afon th; t they bleed apref{ir, 
when the Murtherers lay their Hands on em? 

A, This way of finding out Murderers was 
( Beard tells us, in his Theatre of God’s Fu dzments, 


.f 


lib. 2. cap. 11) practifed in Denmark, by hia 36 bri~ 
fltanus the Second, and permitced all over his 
Kingdom ; the Occafion whereof was th ” Cer- 
tain Gentlemen be ing on an Evening roger ner in 
2 Stove, fell out among the nfelyes, and from 
Words grew to Blows, the Candles being our, 
infomuch that one of them was {tabb’ qd with a Po- 
nyard. Nowthe Murtherer was unknown by rea- 
fon of the Number ; altho’ the Gentlem an accufed 
a Purtuivant of the King s for it, who was one oi 
them in the Stove. The King to find out the Lo- 
micide, caufed heals allto come together in the 
stove, ‘and (land ing allround the dead Corple, he 


sommanded chat hey ihould one aker another lay 
C the?: 


The Delphick Guacie, 7 








‘ . Ms 

r§ | 7 he Oey irks Drarie, 
their right Hand upon the flain Gentleman’s na 
ked Breaft, {wearing they had not killd him: the 
Be ae en did fo, and no Sign appear’d to wit- 
nefs acainft them; th e Purfuivant only remain’d, 
who condemn’d before in his own Contfcience. 
went firft of all and kilt the dead Mans Feer, but 
as foon ashe laid his Hand on his Breatt, the 
Blood guth’d forth in Abundance, both out of his 
Wound, and Noftrils, fo that urged by this evi- 
dent Accufation, he confefsd the Murder, and 
by the King’s own Sentence was incentinently 
Beheaded ; whereupon arofe that Practice which 
is now ordinary in many Places of finding out un- 
Known Murders 5 which by the admirabie Power 
cf God are for the moit part revealed, either by 

the ble ceding of the Corps, or the opening of the 
Fye, or fo ome other extraordinary Sign. But that 


the murder d Body will not always ‘bleed, whea 
co ich'd by the N Aurderer, appears by this Example 


Ff REF 


of Major George Sirangways, who having fhct one 
Mr. Fill] an ee ney that had married his Sifter, 
again{t bis Will and Approbation, was comman- 
led by the Coroner to take his dead Brother in- 
aw by the Eland, and to touch his Wounds, 
which he aid, but the Experiment made no Dil- 
sovery by blecding afrefh, that he was the Murde- 
wever he was “preffed to Death in 
Newsate, for Qanding mute on his Tryal, inthe 
Year aye. Neverthelefs, your Defenders of 
Sympathy and Antipathy, will not have this Ma- 
eneti{m to fail, unlefs thofe Effiuviums, whicn, 
according to th cic Opinion, being pare of the .4- 
nima Media, ten icioully adheres to the Body, till 
fepacated by its Corruption, being the fame that 
by uniced Atoms becoming vilible, compofes thofe 
Spectrnnis that wander about the Coenotaphs and 
Dorniitories of th ic Dead; but doth, when hurried 
fromthe Actions of Vitality, by a Violent Death, 
oe AS 


-. 
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as endeavouring to revenge its Wrong, flic in the 
Face of the Murtherer; and cho’ in fuch minute 
Parts as are too fubtilfor the Obfervations of Senfe, 
keeps ftill hovering about him: and when he is 
brought to touch the Murtherd Body which was 
its former Habitation, by the Motion of Sympa- 
thy calls from thofe Sailiports of Life, fome cf 
thofe Parts of her Life which yer remain within 
it, who that they may flow forth to meet it, are 
convey dinthe Vehiculum of the Blood. They 
illuftrate this by Dogs, and feveral other Animals, 
which with a violent impetuofity 2ifail thofe that 
make a Cuftom of murthering Things of the fame 
Species. 

Q. Gentlemen, we din't Queftion, but you have ficn 
a great many Poems wrote on tie late Quen ANNE, 
whilft alive ; and therefore we? defire to know which of 
them your Fudgment efteems to be the beft ? 

A. Several very good Poems were wrote on that 
incomparable Princefs, among which the folicw- 
ing Penegyrick prefented to her Majeliy, to con- 
oratulate her Corenation, is not inferiour to any, 
for uncommon Beauties, Mayjeftick Style, proper 
Simile’s, and high and lofey Thoughts, which Or- 
naments are all requifirce to be uied inthe Pixda- 
vick way of Writing. 
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L, 
WAIL! Bleed Queen the Guardicn cf our Laws 
Defender of the Faith, and Europe's Cane ; 
May Canstd “Foy, and ga.den Peace, 
Surrcund that glorious Crown, 
Which you by Birth, as well as Virtue, ow. 
Now mortal ‘Farrs and Strife thal cezje, 
Within thes frurtfut Ie ; 
The Bloffoms of or Ho pe phat OU: ’ 
Withiut diftiling Show’rs of Blood, 
The shaft Britannia Smile, 
C2 ie. 
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To all the Grief wi vith Lover a oer this Realm, 
Now royat ANN Lf fits at the Helm, 
Suvjec is 971 (LY hid adieu: 
For boat bh bat t's or a ve ii ly O11 kind, 
Yuu make toe Trop ay s of es uv Mind, 

Ak nd will our Geoe var fi 
Jo {peak your Worth! = === What BDL 
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The Deiphick Dracle. 21 
IV. 


All that can of your virtuous Sex be faid, 
Ts qujtly dae, 
Bleft Queen | to yous 
By Fate defign'd, by Heav2 too made 
A. Pattern of {uch Piety, 
Liat thofe who think onth’ Height of thy vaft Soul, 
Which Truth and Fuftice doth adorn, 
May make your Subjects think, they [ee 
4 Glympfe of that bright Blifs which do's controul 
The Foes which facved Virtue [corn: 
Thus vapturd with the Contemplation, fly 
With Walleluyahs to thar Majefty, 
Which tempts ‘em by an holy Reign, 
In pious Steps to trace, 
The Path of that detictous Place, 
Where blffed Souls fhal reap immortal Gain. 


V. 
Refirimed Churches now fhail all embark, 
Within an Ark 
Thich youto Ararat wil! fafely euide. 
Now, no fierce Tide, 
Dejtructive Storms, nor Romilh Hurricane, 
Shall drive her thro the Rage of Sword and Fire s 
Shell be fecur’d oy your au{picious Keren, 
From their malicious Ire. 
With pious, trembling Love 
Rejoycing, and eternal Praije, 
Your Conduct She'll approve ; 
Which Glory to your Memory fhalt ra:fe. 
When Time con{pirea, ina crimjon Flood, 
To (acrifice the Truth, 
As unto Naomi obedient Ruth, 
Bile? Queen! you to your Motber-Church did cling, 
Was fo religious, jujt, and good, 
As to difpleale a Father anda Kg; 
oe Rather 








22 The Deiphick Dracie; 
Rather than kneel tothat Ido! a 
iaick mach provokes Ceisitial Maje/ty. 


VI. 
Our much difrurbcd Srate, 
Shall be no avore difce fi folate, 
it [oon will rife magnificicnt, and tall, 
To con; ecr ate she Royal Hand 
WV hich fh Abe exempt is fr om it ts fatal Fall. 
The angi ry Angel now b, yy tara d ¢ Way 
The vrandifi Swoi ‘a, that [mci {De Land, 
And teaches Subertts sd obey 
The a withwoonr If, ay 2 05 {o well pleas d d, 
Lhat fenfele{s Pranets fu iled on the Fei 
Py! ob did your Royat Self bia nile Me, 
fot ha creat Throne which long was been difegs ds 
Uy iinefs tre g! lorious Day, 
The Sun entighien’d avith his bride? Rav, 
Till each dejeck ted P are, 
Inbavied by Albion's Race, 
ileara what rbey long had w ifi't for; te ‘ f Nani, 
iVhich makes us allwuith A. Ini Ur ation pr. MA 
Aud fills the Trumpets of tluftrious Fame, | 
Proclaim’d aloud, 
The law ful Regen: of that faithful Land, 
Watch a0 S7 ‘ot fear lich Foes to fig abr 
Wo dur ft u; ‘ur p the G! ory of your Kuz. 


Tho aided ¢ vy ts fall b! e/' Gailick Hand. 


VIL. 
What an intrancing P ro[peci's in cur Eye! 
Coafte Shepherdeffes, and tie harwmle/s Swains, 
W3th oaten P “hpes wprepaise cet Harmony, 
Zo eccho fo about the verdant Plains. 
With thesr melodious Notes 

Soft —— of Lfis do 12 Confort 74; jm 

; (ad y IY} () 
fli 2} nges Chorifters, thro 22 ve arbling Throa 
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The Tempies are wih Olive hung, 
And Altars, witk Arabian Spices, [moak, 
Whilft Anthenas by the Priefts are [ung ; 
And Worfhippers with Prayers invoke 
Relenting Heav'n, where Goodne/s ever Shincs, 
To pro{per you, in all your brave Defions, 


VIII. 
Prince{s divine! your Mercy is the Fort 
Wikich Europe’s tott’ ring Grandeur muft fu pport s 
Her antient, fundamental Ref, 
Thefe many Tears, 
Has by 7 Tyrant been oppreft - 
And drenched in unpity’d Tears. 
Poor Chriftendom too long her Sorrows Date, 
And muft in Blood weep her {ubverted State, 
Unle{s defended by your Sovord. 
Like Efther, plac’d in {cornful Vashti’s Sear, 
Submiffively Europa awaits, 
And proftrate falls beneath your Roya: Feet, 
Till you the gracious Faucurs will afford 
Of holding out the Sceptve, which She may 
Prefume to touch without Offence, 
A means to fave her from ive Infolence 
Of fell con[piring F.stes, 
Which long have born tae Sway, 
Alas! ber adver[e Deftiny 


Can only be [ubdued, difavm ad by thee. 


IX. 
Mirror of Females! Glory of the Age' 
Bricannia’s fale Delight! 
Mars bravely will act on the bloosy Stage, 

When dauntlels ANNE fhall give the Word to fizht, 
Alarm enough, -- ~~ then, thenin vain, 
The German Chief avill not difpute for Spain, 

Your grand Confederacy 
HY!1 lead him the triumphant Ways ) 
: Thro 
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Dracie, 
Thro {hatter'd Italy, 


ey bere curt, perjidtous French wow’! bear the Sw, 
To drive the pany. Anjou from a Clim-, 
Which he ujurped by bis Grandfire's Crime. 
Tbe States whic writ themfelves diftre{?d, 
When this our Ifle a Virgin-&ucen polfefs d, 
f; ifpired by agen Aid, 
Will ruth thro’ all the - fagazines of Fate, 
Thro’ Fields if Blood  asel Horror melh. 
Will venture all at any ay 
Br ighi Lady! to retrieve ¢ 
Thi Rights, from him wo r dics to deceive. 


ayy 
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Unerving | Proncels with aft oii fo Hearts 
Exotick Realms adore your wondrous Parts. 
They fear not to prevail 
Againft toe Force Gi that def jpoti ick King, 
by hole Pride do 5 Pr ‘Ao nes OL his Nei; ghoour bring 
If you il voucdfafe to _ poife the Standard Scale 
Of Europe, with thy rigétevus Hand, 
Esernally She'll Rand. 
Theu'rt their Palladium fii d, 
Their Satine and their Shield s 
Say but the Word ---- Kou will their Caufe defend, 
With Coura ve tiey the 4 Moniter durft “i Ipifes 
That Off - |; ~ of Fiend, 
Who latins to bu Pride wou id Sacrifice. 
To rig ht eorts ANNE iy 74) 5 ‘lp Peis 
Kingdoms and lv 3T pires bot for 7 Fuftice e fue ce 


AL. 
And will toe perjar'd Lewis test his Fate, 
Now you controul the Britil fh State? 
Thra diftant Ages, drowned in the Faws 
Of old, bald- pated wre 
He may elie his A nceftors t bad Can/e 
Is making Breach of Oatos na Crimes 
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In 2110) ¢ Bais ICLOUS Keign We ail C072 bfle hide : 

Thou vi ft britannia's Hope, Auguita’ 3 Pride 


XIIT. 
In [oicndid Porn, methinks I [py 
N ept une, and all the Tritons of the Sea, 
About your Rogal N “y Wait, od 
Impatien 40 fo COP nduét the Fenn 
O; our NCW- “crowned —_ 
In great MMarnificence and St. ae, 
Thro Peals of € )rdnance, and confuming Flame, 
To view your Rights on othe Side the Seyne 
The Ocean Gods “do all, Hail! Ihetis, ory, 
Accept our Welcome to juft Vitiory ; 
va be Trident take, and {ci tL ge that Fore: FA Flee: 
That ventures out to. Sea, 
And firikes not Sau immediately, 


iVhen they the ercaiwSt. George his Colours meer. 


XLV. 
Succeeding Ages flal! be boun. d le biefs 
i he ree when A N N A VCLIN ‘dy 
ier Bleffings which toes Realm {hall shen pofless 3 
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XV. ° 
Cunfufion feize the W'retch that dur? oppofe 
Tour awful Right, or aid your Fes 3 
From ev ry bla ck Con/} piracy 
May th Eye of Heav'n your Perfon keep; 
Toe Senate ro your qujt Demands ATVEE 5 
For all the Good they | trom - Goodn fi rean, 
May Councils f. ve direct you for the bc ft 
Who'll ne'er divulze the Secrets cf your By calf. 
reser Nettor’s Yars your Life , attend, 
Vile Foy, Profperity, and Weal b, 
Pe we, Glry, and continual Healih, 
Yiur be ft of Lives befriend : 
Lill bere quite eee) of rernep ria, Saw ay, 
Over Crowns and Scepters firew'a ai ong g the Way, 
fo wear a Crown of lmmcrialtty yeu fiy 


Above the lofty Adountasis of th Ol) rapick Sky. 


QO. The fever: al Sceptical Gentlemen, cr rather a: theilts. 
too mich abounding in this Nation, to dijprove the Cer- 
tainty of i Place if eternal P 472. 1) mes} t athe roys Life, 
hedve, that t feveral mele an tent ae reeds Wink L558 Canle 
jc ‘defcended into Heil; tae It.! Mefr2, and (vere 
la(ting Fire, mention d Mac, V. 22. “and “XV 4! 
“are only 0 ve under|[tcod ef the lire of We Vs wie oft. Pi 
Son of Hinnom; that thz Rul ation of _— s being ni 
a Parable, not a Hiffory, ought wet to be relied ‘upon jer 
maintaining eternal Lormints to be [: iy after this Lifes 
that Tophet 7s no Proof of Hell Tormnn Sy BN) ? Vaiah 
4085 fay, — 22) :7$ of old, becau' etic febre W 4s 

jejterday. To becurfed, ts to be a Servant of Servants, 
ee 1X, 2j. The Word —— War. XV5. 14, 
Rim. XIV. 23. in Greek HddeG that tee Fire cf 
Hell w — Fire, Lindlel wi! b much Wood, Ma, 

XXX. 33. hat the Five of Leis cannot be curt iva. -_ oy 
hecaule corporal Fire may be quencs ved 5 and they aif 
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2 The Detphick Oracle, 
atrera certain Time. Whether the Fire of Helf 
confifts of Wood, or Brinetlone, or any other com- 
buitible Matcer, we fhall not argue in this Place; 
but only fay, the Scripture teaches us, that the 
Fire that torments the Damnd, fhall never be ex- 
tinguilhd. The Damn’d may be affur’d, that the 
Fire of Hell isno more to be quench’d, if it was 
but only corporal, than the Flames of Moune 
Etna or Vefuvins, And then by a Mathematical 
Demonttration faying, that the Diametui of the 
Earth, whofe Circumference all Geographers agree 
to be 21600 Miles, is bur 6782 Miles and fome- 
what more, the Calculation is fhort by above 
4t8 Miles, forthe Diameter ofa Circle, whether 
fuperficial or globular, fhould be as 7 to 22; and 
taento ask, where Hell dhall be, when the Earth 
is confum’d, weanfwer, in all that immente z- 
cuum, Which jhall reach from hence to the Empy- 
rean or upper Heaven, where God will reign with 
his Angelsin Glory for evermore. 
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Lonpon, March 30th, 1720. 


OF \Ces a King offend God in being crue! to his 
pp Subjecis ; or encroaching on his Netwghbours 
Zerritories. 

A, Without doubt fuch flagrant Crimes incrown- 
ed Heads, are highly diflpleafing to God; and 
fuch a Prince may be truly call’d an Oppre/for or 
Tyrant, to give us a compleat Idea of an Enemy 
to Mankind, For can it be fuppofed that any are 
fet over others, but for the Good and Happinets 
of their People, andthe Safety of their Neigh- 
bours? And that a due Ballance may be kept a- 
mong them, fo thac none of them may ourgrow 
the reit, or hive chem too much at Mercy? Can 
any 
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The Delohick Oricte. 31 
any think that Princes are raifed upto that [xal- 
cation of Glory and Dignity, only to gratite 
their reftlefs Ambition, their boundlefs Defires, 
and their ravenous Projedts ? Hiftery tells of feve- 
ral that may be propofed as Patterns to thofe who 
are upon the falfe Scent of Glory; but what a 
Plague has it been to the World, that thofe who 
would pafs for God’s Reprefentatives, have chofen 
rather to carry onthem the Characters of Abaddon 
and Apollyon, tobe the Devourers and Deftroyers, 
rather than the Deliverers and Prefervers of Man- 
kind. Alexander wpon no Provocation invaded a 
great Empire, that was furfeiced with Wealth, 
and enervated with Luxury. His Infolence grew 
with his Succefs, and became infupportable even 
to his Greeks, He was for fome Years the Scourge 
of the Age; but tho’ he defired to pafsfor an Im- 
mortal Man, and the Son of Fupiter, he did not 
long out live hisReturn to Babylon, but was poy- 
fond by his Captains, who fhared his Spoils a- 
mong them, without any Regard to his Lamily. 
julims Cafar had a deeper Management, and a 
ereater Mind, but all was Craft and Perfidy. Ie 
is true, a Confpiracy sgainit his Country, its 
Laws and Liberties, fucceeded in his Hands, and 
upon his Advantages he governd himtelf with 
much Dexterity and great Arc; but his Defigns 
appearing too foon and too evidently, a Confpi- 
racy againft himfelf was conducted with the fame 
Succefs that his again{ft his Country had been, 
and he fell a Vidtim to Treachery and Ambition. 
Thofe falfe Heroes, who were as unhappy inthe 
Conclufion, as they had been proiperous in the 
Progrefs of their Fortunes, have, as it were, 
bewitch’d the Men in Power and Authority, to 
follow their Examples, and to tread in their Steps, 
How long and how much has the World fuffer'g 
by thefe Maxims? What Haveck have they made 
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Time down to Marcus Aurelius, the Roman Empire 
had for above fourfcore Years the beft Succeilion 
of Princes that we find in Hiftory; yer ali che 
Good that thefe did, was foon overturn’d by 
Commodus, in whom arbitrary Power appeard in 
its natural Colours, Luxury and Cruelty, beyond 
any thing that we find done in the Days of Ca/j- 
gula ot Heliogabalus. Itis true, War in general is 
contrary to the Spiric and Defign of the Chriftian 
Religion ; yee the Magiftrate would bear rhe 
Sword in vain, if he might not punith what is done 
abroad, again{ft Treaties, againit the Laws of Na- 
tions, and the Rights of his Neighbours and Al- 
lies,, as well as che Crimes commitced at home a- 
gaintt his own Laws. The Good and Safety CV¥eon 
of his own People, being more concern’d in che 
one thanin theother. The robbing a Kingdom 
is more criminal in it felf, and of more milchie- 
vous Confequence than that on the Highway, 
which is P-ti#-Larceny compard to the other. A 
fingle Murcher is far fhort of a Commitlion giver 
for Slaughter, and to execute whole Counric: 

A new Phrafe, to which the Barbarity of foro.c: 
Ages did not rife up, but is well fuited to mo- 
dern PraGtice. War again{t fuch Hoff! iy to Man. 


f ‘ 


kind, is in its Original and Natuse to) cofenfive, 
Thus when Abraham went to reicuc cit aK 2S, 
to recover the Spoil and deliver toc Frtions.., and 
fucceeded in the Attempt, he took Care of his 


Allies who had ventur’d with him, and ie abeared 
for the Subfiftence of his Men ; but as to hisown 
part, when the refcued Kings curt of a jui* Gra- 
titude, put every thing in his Power, he reftor’d 


allto them, even to the fimallett Matter, with, 


this heroical Expreffion, they fhould sor fay, 
They had made Abram rich, Gen. Xiv. 23. 

Q. Upon what Account are the Moveable-Featts 
and Fafts kept by + he Church of Lngiand ¢ 
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34 The Detphick Mrarte. 

A, The Moveabie-Feafts and Vigils or Fafts are 
certain folemn Times which always retain the 
fame Day of the Week, bute vary in the Day of 
the Month, fuch as Sepiuaze/ima-Sunday, {o called 
of feventy, and which the Church obferves in 
Remembrance of the 7o Years chat the J/raelites 
were under the Babylonian Captivity. Sexagefima- 
Suiday is another Week added by the Antients to 
the former Week. Qutnguagefima-Sundzy is the 
soth Day or thereabouts preceding the Oftave of 
the Refurre@ion. And Quadragefima, or Shrove- 
Sund4y, fo cali’d (as Turbeville fhews in his Abridg- 
ment of Cbrifian Doctrine, page 203.) from the 
Word Shrift, which in the Saxon Tongue fignjfies 
to confels, for that was a Time fet apart former- 
ly, by our Anceftors, for the Confeffion of Sins, 
and fafting ; and which Solemnity, call’d Lens, is 
kept in Commemoration of the 40 Days that our 
bleified Saviour fafted in the Wildernefs, before 
the Devil there temptedhim. The other Adovea- 
ble-Feajts and Fafs are, Afh-Wednefday, (dedicated 
by Pope Gregory the Great, to the {prinkling of 
Ajhes on the Heads of the People, to put them in 
Mind of their Mortality, ufing at the fame Cere- 
mony thefe Words, Memento bcmo cinis es, G in 
cnerem reverteris) is the Beginning of the Quadra- 
gefimal Patt call’d Lest, which holds 40 Days, as 
above hinted. The Wednefdays, Fridays, and Sa- 
turdays, after che firft Sunday in Lent, the Feaft of 
Penrecoft, 14th of September, and 13th of Decem- 
ber, are call’d Ember-Days, from baking, in the 
Evening of thofe Times of Pafting or Abttinence, 
Cakes on the Embers or Afhes. Palm-Sunday, 
which is the Suvday before Ezffer, 1s fo call’d from 
he Branches of Palm, which the Jews ftrew’d 
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of the Lord, Hofamsa in the Highe/t, Mat. xxiv. 
Maundy-Thurfday, which is the Thurfday before 
Eafter, is obferv’d in Memory of our Lord’s laft 
Supper, and Infticution of the biefled Eucharift, 
a Sacrament of his precious Body and Biood, at 
which he wath’d his Difciples Feet: And this Day 
takes its Denomination from the firft Word of 
the Antiphon, Mandatum novum do nobis, ut diligatis 
invicem : ficut dilext vos, ut & vos dwigatis invicem, 
Joh. xiii. 34. which is fung on that Day in the 
Church, when the Prelates begin the Ceremo- 
ny of wafhing the Peoples Feet, in Imitation of 
Chrift’s Humility. Good-Friday, which is the Fri- 
day preceding Eajfter, is fo call’d from the good 
Work of Man’s Redemption then confummated, 
by the bloody Paffion of Cér:/t cn the Crofs, 
which was afufficient Atonement, or Satisfaction, 
for the Sins of the whole World. Eafer-Day, is a 
moft folemn Feftival celebrated by the Church, in 
Commemoration of the Refurrection of the holy 
Fefus, after his Interment three Days in the Grave : 
And it is fo call’d (as Cambden tells us in his Britan- 
nia) from Eaffer, a Goddefs of the antient Saxons, 
whofe Feaft they kept in the Month of April. 
Low-Sunday, is the Sunday after Eaffer, and is fo 
call’d, becaufe it is a low Feftival in Comparifon 
of that Day whereon Chrift arofe from Death to 
Life again. It is allo call'd Dowsnica in albis, froin 
the Cachumens, or Neopbites, Perfons lately con- 
verted to the Chriffian Faith, and newly taughe 
the Principles of Religion, but not baprizd ; or 
if baptiz’d, not yet admitted to the Eucharitt ; 
and who on that Day were folemnly diveited in 
the Church of their white Garments. Rega’ion- 
Sunday, which is the Sunday before Afcenficn- Dar, 
is fo call’d from rogave to ask or pray, and was 
infticured by Mamercus, Bilhop of Vienna, in the 
Year 450 ; and was confecrated to Prayers for 4 

E 2 Bleiting 








36 =— The Delphick Dratte. 


bi fing upon the Fruits of the Earth, about this 
Time in Bloffom. The Monday, Tuefday, Wednef- 
dy foliowing, are from hence call'd Rogation- 
Days. Afcenfion- Day, or Holy-Thurfday, is a Feaft 
obf{i.rv’d the Thur/day Seven-night before Whit- 
Sundiy, in Memory of our Saviours Afcenfion 
inco Heaven, in the Sight of the Apoftles and 
i fctples then prefent, Whitfunday, is a¥Featft ob- 
ervei vy the Ruabrick of the Church of England, 

commemorate the Miffion of the Holy Ghoft, 

then defcended on the Heads of the Apo- 
‘sin Tongues refembling Fire. Verfegan ob-— 
_- ees, that by our Forefathers it was called Wied- 
‘. sday, chat is to fay, facied Sunday 5 and it 1s al- 
> caild Pentecoft, from the Greek, becaufe it is the 
soth Day inclufively from Cbr7/’s Refurrefion. 
TrinitysSunday, is the Sunday after Whit{unday, be- 
ing the Oave.thereof, and fo nominated in Ho- 
nour of the moft holy Trimity ; and to fignify to 
us, that the holy Works of our Redemption and 
Sanctification, which were then confummated, 
are common to all the three Perfons in the Trznity. 
This Feftival was firft inftitured by Gregory the 
Fourth, who then fatin che Epifcopal Chair, in 
the Year of cur Lord 827. And Advent-Sunday, 
which is always the neareft Sunday to the Featt of 
St. Audrew, wether before or after it, is fo call’d 
ab advintu Domini in carnem ; and they are 4 in- 
Number, inftitured by the Church, to the end 
thac from the firft of them, until the Nativity of 
our blefled Lord, we might prepare our Minds 
for 2 fober Life, and pious Meditation of his 
Death then approaching. 

Q. Are the Conftelations of the Stars of any Antt- 
guilty? And, fetting afide the Heathens Poetical Fables 
of thur Fixation in Heaven, I defive to know what the 
Cbriiuans bave thought of them 2 

4, Ths 
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4. The Obfervation of the Conftellations of 
the Stars, have been very antient, for Fob, who 
liv'd not long after the Time of Abraham the Pa- 
triarch, makes mention of the Phéades, Orion, 
Aréurus, and Mazzaroth, which the marginal 
Notes of the Englifh Tranflation of our Bible in- 
terpret to be the 12 Signs of the Zodiack. Now 
@s concerning what Chriftians have thought of 
their Fixation, Mr. Hood, in the Ufe of the Cele- 
{tial Globe, tells us, that one Nevidius will have 
the Corona borea, or the Northern Garland, the Crown 
of theVirgin Afary ; Lyra, to be the Harp, where- 
with David appeas'd the evil Spirit of Saul ; Per- 
feus, to be David, with Golab’s Head in one Hand, 
and his Sword intother ; Ophinchus, or Serpenta- 
rius, that is, the Serpent-Bearer, to be the Apo- 
{tle Paul, with the Viper which he fhook off his 
Hand into the Fire, after he had by Shipwrack 
been caft upon the Ifle of Malta ; the Dolphin, to 
be the Fifh chat fav’d fonah from drowning ; An- 
dromeda, to be Alexandra, whom St. George, thro’ 
the good Help of his Horfe, deliver'd trom the 
Dragon; and that becaufe Chriff, with Mary and 
Fofeph, fled into Egypt, therefore the Figure Trian- 
gulum was placed in Heaven, to fignily. chat they 
three found Refuge in that Place. In the Zodiacat 
Conftellations, Novidius will have Aries, to be 
the Ram, which Abrabam ofter’d up inttead of his 
Son IJ/zac ; Taurus, to be the Ox, which ftoed by 
the Afs at the Manger in the stable where Chi# 
was born, but whether there were any fuch Beatts 
there, or no, we know noc haw che Romanifs will 
prove it; Gemini, or the Tins, be will have fet 
there for Chri and Frba the Baprift, but we fear 
he avouches more than bis Texe willafford him ; 
Leo, to be one of the Lions which were in the 
Den into which Daniel was caft, and was placed 
in Heaven, becaufe of all the other he was moft 
| friendly 
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friendly to this Prophet ; Virgo, to be the Virgin 
Mary ; SCO DID, CO be the Serpent which beguil’d 
&ve in the Garden of Eden ; Sagittarius, to be Foafh, 
to whom Elizeus the Prophet gave his Bow and 
Arrows, wherewith he fiew the Affyrians, and 
therefore was uranflated into Heaven ; Capricorn, 
one Gultelmus Poft-llas will have to be the Scape- 
Goat, which the High-Priett did let SO into the 
Wildernefs to bear away the Sins of the Fews ; 
and Pi/ces, to be the two Filhes wherewith our 
saviour fed go00 Men. As for the Southern 
Confteliations, Nowidius will have Orsion’s Sword to 
be thac of Sal, afcerwards call’d Paul, wherewith 
he perfecuted the Members of Chr://, but after his 
Converfion, it was placed in Heaven ; Canis ma- 
jor, to be Tobias Dog 3 Argo navis, to be the Ship, 
wherein the Apoftles were, when Crit appear’d 
unio them, walkirg on the Sea; and Crater, to be 
the Chalice which (as the Papiffs fay) the Angels 
fi.cew'd unto Chri in the Garden of Gethfcmene, a 
listie before his Paflion. Buc truly, the right Rea- 
fon why the Conftellations bear thefe Figures is, 
to cxprefs fome Property of the Stars that is in 
them. as thofe of che Rem to be hor and dry; An- 
dy.meda chained, betokens [mprifonment ; the 
Head of Medw a cut off, fignifies the Lofs of that 
Member ; Oso wiih his terrible and threatning 
Gefture, imoorts Tempeft, and terrible Effedts ; 
the Serpent, Serpim, and Dragon, fignify Poyfon ; 
the Bull, a meiancholick Paflion ; the Beary Cruel- 
ty ; and fo forth of the reif. 

© Fiom what Fouytain ave Fefival-Days and Fafts 
deriv d unto us?) And fir wat Realom are the fixed 
Feafts im the Kubrick of our Luurgy obferu'd by the 
Church of England? 

A. From the Feuntain of Ecclefiaftical Power 
tefident in che Church, {prings the A@ of infti- 
tuting Lloly- Days or Days of Exultation, of Joy; 

an 
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and Humiliation, to the Glory, Praife, and Mer- 
cy of God ; but yer they were not appointed all 
in a Year, ‘nor an Age, but according to their 
Power to maintain and defend them, which was 
ery difficult for them to do as becomed, under 
gentile Perfecution, which was moit fevere a- 
gain{t fuch Celebrities inftituted by Ch iffians to 
the Overthrow and Contempt of gentile Wor- 
fhip. The gentile Inftitutions prevailing not 
only to Idolatrical Service, but Corruption of 
Manners, contrary to Nature irfelf, the antiene 
Fathers of the Church knew no better Antidote 
againit fuch Poyfon, than to introduce Chr:fran 
Feftivals, whereby all the natural and civil Benefie 
of Vacation from Labour, friendly Converfation, 
and fuch like m: ight be enjoy’d; and due Worthip 
and Praife be given unto God in Chrif> Fefas ; 
therefore ‘tis vainly done of thofe Separatis who 
would turn againft the Ute of them, for they 
ftand upon furer Foundations, than to “be blown 
down with the Wind of vain Do@trines blut {icring 
againft them: For firft, Nature itlelf dirc&s to 
them; fecondly, Religions of all Sorts even ac- 
knowledg’d Feftival- Worthip 3 and thirdly, apo- 
ficlical Pradtice and Prefcziption commend them. 
And they are not called Ho! y -Days by the Nan 
of any Saint in any other refpeé than that rm 
Scriptures, which thefe Days are read in the 
Church, be concerning fuch a Saint, and contain 
either his Calling, Preaching, Perf ‘cution, Mar- 
tyrdom, or fuch like ; whereas in the Church of 
Rome they celebrare the Memory of fome who 
have been no Saints; and others who have been 
no good Chrifisms, as particularly their Zonas 
Beck ty, who was flain at the air in Chrift bis pre 
at Couterbury : - and this we know, the flail of el 
Jeluis Seminary in Rome, 1s cone round aloft 
with fuch saints as have died convicted of Trea- 
fon 
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fon againft their King and Country, as judicially 
asever any were. Now forthe fame Reafon we 
reduce what may be faid abour Fafts, to what is 
already faid of the Feafts of the Church; for there 
is the very fame Antiquity apoftolical, for the 
Ghfervation of both Power and Liberty of the 
Church, juft Occafions offer’d ; Conformity to the 
Primitive State of the Church; Advantages of 
fuch Exercifes; Chara@erifticks of Criftian, from 
unchriftian Societies and Profeffions ; which all 
equaily infer the Duty of fafting on Set- Days, as 
of Feafling. 

The fixed Feftivals, or Feafts, obferv’d by the 
Rubrick of che Church of Exgland, are thofe which 
excepting one, fall always onthe fame Day of 
the Month, and alter only in the Day of the 
Week: Such are the Circumesfion, or New-Years- 
Pay, celebrated on the 1ft of Fanuary, in Com- 
memoration of our Saviour’s being then circum- 
cifed, according to the Law of Abjes. The Epi- 
phany, or Twelfth-Day, onthe 12th Day after the 
Nativity of the blefled fefws, exclufively, being 
the 6th of Fanuary; the former Word fignifies an 
Apparition, andthe Solemnity is obferv’d in Me- 
mory and Honour of our Saviour’s Manifeftation 
to the Gentiles, by a miraculous Comet or Blazing- 
Star, which conducted the 3 Magi or Sages out of 
the Eaft to Paleftine or Fewry, to adore him in the 
Manger, and prefent him Gold, Frankencenfe and 
Myrrhi, of which Prudestins thus fings in the fol- 
lowing Tetraftick. 


Hic pretiofa Magi {ub Virginis ubere Chrifto 

Dona ferunt pucro, myrrhegue es thuris, oy Gurt ; 
MMirvarur genetrix tot ca/ti ventris bonores, 

Coy on _— 

Seqe Deum genuiffe, bominem, regemque {upremum. 


The 
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‘TP ne Conversion of St. Pau! is obferv’d onthe 25th 
of Fonuary in Memory of his being converted to 
the Faith of Chri#, ashe was going to perfecute the 
Chriffians at Dama/cuss but this Feaft was inferted 
nour Redrick but in the Year 1664. King Charles 
the Firft, is annually obferv’d on the 30th of Fa- 
nuary, as a Solemn Faft forthe moft barbarous and 
unparelielld Murder of a good Prince, perpetra- 
ted by a Stratocracy, or Army Power, which 
moti wickedly beheaded him betore his Palace of 
Whitvhallin the Year 1648-9; and by an A&@ of 
Parliament, made in the 12th Year of Céarles the 
Second, it is fet apart to implore the Mercy of 
€sod, that the Guile of the innocent Blood of rhis 
Royal Martyr may not be inflidted on us and our 
Pofterity. The Purification of Mary, other wae cal- 
led Candlemas-Day, and obferv’d on the 2d of Fe- 
bruary, was infticuted at Conf? antinople by fuftinian 
the Emperor, anno Chriflt 542, in Memory of the 
blefied Virgin’s being purified inthe Temple of 
Ferufalem, within the {pace of 40 Days after her 
happy Delivery of the holy Child ‘Fe/as, in Obe- 
dience to the Mofaical Law, not that fhe had con- 
tracted any Impunity by her Ghild- birch, as o- 
ther Women do in their Puerpury or Lying-in, 
which ftood in need of purifying, being the Mo- 
ther of Purity inthe very Abftradt, but partly be- 
caufe thar Chri in nothing might be wanting to 
the Levitical Law; and partly that this might be 
an Occafion for the firft Declaration of him for 
the true Meffiah, by Simeon and Anna. St. Mat- 
thias, one of the 70 Difciples eleéted an Apoitle 
by Lot, in the Room of that Arch-eraytor Fudas, 
is obferv’d on the 24th of February (excepting in 
Leap Year, which is then on the 25th) in Memo- 
ry of his preaching the Gofpel in Macedonia, after 
which.travelling into Gidea, he was cruelly ttoned 
by the Jews, and then beheaded accofding to the 
¥ Reman 
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Roman Cukom, anna demini gi. The Annunciation, 
Vicari calle Lady bay, per eaeperprsnns on the 2 sth 
Cf Alarca, 3 : on of that moft heme 
Meflage, or rather Ean > from God, pronoun. 
ced by the Ange} Gabriel, \ then he declar’d the 
Virgin Adery the clefied Moher * God. St, 
3 ; , . 


iM@arr , Obleryv don tre 25 {ih i ane, in Memory 
of this Evange ils “188 F rh - t Prelace of Alex. 
agrarta, where he tau o Gofeel, and alfo all 
over the adjacent Rey £iONS from the Country of 


Egy pi to Pentap ni > He was martyrd at Alexandria, 
in the Time of the Tyrant Trajon, by faftning a 
ope about his Neck, wherewith he dragd him 
fro imiche Place cail Gd Bucois y to another calld An- 
ge/s, stad there che raging Idolaters” burnt him to 
Alcs, anno demivi 63. P bilip and Fucob, is obfer- 
ved on the ft of Ava, in Memory of thefe two 
Saints, the firft of whom, who was of the City of 
Berhfaida, atter he had preach d in Pérygia, conver- 
ted the Eunuch Candaules, and fent i2 Dilciples 
into Britaim te work their Converfion, was cruci- 
fied at Hirapols, in the Year ol cur Lord 53; the 
latter, cali’d Yames the Leifer, and for his Wifdom 
and Piety firnamed thejutt, was Son to Alpheus ; 
and being created Bi hop of Feruf alem, after Chrift's 
Afcenfion into Heaven, he govern 'd that Church 
30 Years compleat, where he was moft inhuman- 
ly toned, and afterward being placed on the Top 
of a Pinacie of the Temple, was precipitated 
thence, wiien being half ‘dead, and his Thighs 
broken, [iting up his Hands to Heaven, was 
kn ‘cke on the Head wit » 4 Fullers Club, inthe 
“th Year of the Sanouinary Emperor Nero. The 
Rif auration of hing Charles the Second, is obfer- 
ved on the 29th of May, upon a double Account; 
frit in Gomme moration of his Birth in 1630; 
and tccondiy, by an Act of Parliament made (as 
you my fee in Wingare’s Statutes, pag. 23) made 
in 
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inthe r2th Year of his Reign, to perpetuate the 
wonderful Goodnefs of God in re toring him, af- 
ter 12 Years Exile, to his Crown and Dignicy in 
1660. Saint Sarnasas, the Apottle, is obferv’d on 
the rith of Fune; he was defcended of the Tribe 
of Lev, his Parents being sulin: and pious; he 
was cominitted tothe Tut lage of that great Doé&t- 
or of the Law Gamaliel, at whofe Feet he was E- 
ducated with his Fellow Labourer in the Gofp elof 
Se. Pai! 3 he wasan Eye Witnefs of th > Miracle in 
the Cure of the Para’ iytick at the Pool of Beek elda, 
which foon convinced him of the Divinity of our 
Saviour: He was one of the 70 Difciples ; fold all 
his Landson Earth, to purchafe in Heaven > and 
preachir ng the G ninel in Seleucta, Salamis, Paphos, 
feiga, in Pampbilia, 2 and in Cyprus, where he was 
born, he there in the lait Period of his Life con- 
verted ereat Numbers; bue fome Sews coming thi- 
ther, they furioufly fer vpon him, as he was 
preaching in the synagogue in the Corner where- 
of they hac him up til Nig! at, then brought him 
forth, and after uncxpre efible Tortures ftoned 
him about the Year of Chri? so. St. Fobu Baptiff, 
the Precurfor or Fore runner of our Saviour, is 
obiervd on the 24th rt june § be being of the 
T ribe of b v', was the Son of Zachary and Eliza- 
eth, and thew ‘d usthe Lamb of G od, who takes 
away the Sins of the World: Yert his devout and 
auftere Man was beheaded by Herod the biood- 
thirty ‘Tetrarch, at the Detire an! Requett of 
Herodias, the Relick of his Brother Pdilipv, in the 
Year 30. St. Peter, obferv’d on the 29th of Fune, 
s the Chief and Head of the Anoftles, to whole 
Lot it falling out to convert the ews, he preach- 
ed che Gofpel in Pontus, Cappadocit, Bith)nia, Ga- 
latia, and at laft ac Rom: s where he was crucified 
with his Head downward, under that Tyrant 
and Montter of Men, N.ro: inthe fame Solemnity 
F 2 tS 
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is alfo joynd Se. Pau, the great Apoftle of the 
Gentil:s, who preach'd the Gofpel from feru/alen, 
to Ilyvicum, Sram and Italy 3; and was beheaded 
with the bloody Sword of the Emperor Nero, on 
the fame Day as Sc. Peter fufter’d, with whom he 
was interrd. 

Saint Fawes, furnam’d the Greater, is obferwd 
on the 25th of july ; he was an Apottle that 
taughe the Gofpel to the 12 difperfed Tribes, and 
inthe Year 4; was beheaded - Herod Agrippa in 
Fudea, where he was buried ; and is reckon’d the 
firft of the 12 Apottles that was tranilated by 
Martyrdom to the Kingdom of Heaven, St. 
Bar'Lolimew, is obferv’'d on the 24th of Axguf, 
in Memory of his preaching the glad Tidings of 
the Gofpel to the lzdians ; among whom, by the 
Command of Polemicvs, King of India, he was fore- 
ly beaten with Cudgels, crucified, and excoriated 
or flay’d a.ive, while he was faften’d to the Crois; 
but being itl alive, was beheaded, inthe Year of 
our L ord 5X. Ot. Matthew, an Avofile and Evan- 
gelift, who wrote the Golp el of Chrift in the 
Hebrew Language, is obierv "g onthe 2rft of Sep- 
tember 3 he preach’d in the Kingdom of EZiopra, 
where he was kindly entertcaind by the Eunuch, 
who was Chamberlain to Candice, Queen of that 
Country ; and was fo fuccefsful in his Teaching, 
that he perfuaded -£glippus the King, and bis Pec- 

pie, to be ba OLLZ a: ; buc after his Deceafe, there 
fucceeded him one Hyrtacus, Who commanded 
him to be run through wiih a Sword, which was 
according! y done, Anne Domini yt. St. Adichzel 
the Archangel, or Michaelmas, is obferv’d on the 
2yth of September, in Commemoration of that 
famons Battle fought by him and others of the 
— Hots in Heaven, again{t Lucifer and the 
Apottare Angels, whofe Pride and Ambition alpi- 
red a Superiority ayer God. St, Luke, 0 Asa 
erHtOn 
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The Delphic Oracle. 4g 
feflion a Phyfician of Antioch, and afterwards an 
FEvangeliit, and the holy Penman of the A&s of 
the Apoftles, is obferv’d on the 18th of Odtober ; 
he died at Epbe/fus in the 84th Year cf his Age, 
where he was inhum’d Any Chrifi 74 3; and was 
(together with Andro and Timordy ) tranflated to 
Conftantinople, many Years after, in the Keign of 
Caufantius, Son ot Conftan'tve the Great. The 
Saints, Simon and “fude, are grr mien tove- 
ther on the 28ch of Oc/.ber 5 the firft for preach- 
ing the Gofpel in Eg ape at id Perf fa, whence he re- 
turn’d, and fucceeded St. Fa ae ae the Eifhoprick 
of Ferufalem, where us id ‘r the Reten of the Em- 
peror Trajan being crucified in the 120th Year of 
his Age, he was conf: at ently che laft Mariyre of 
all the Apoftles: The other preachd the Gcfpel 
throughout all Mdefop:tamsa ; and coming to ay 
tus, a City of Phevicia, in the Reign ub Avbarus, 
King of Edeffa,! 1¢ was there murder’d b y the } Prictts 
of the Erén2 ks, in the Year of our L rd 68. All. 
Saints, Or Ail-ballows “commonly C2 ie: Als Dp a 

ie , is 8 Solemn: Cy obfery donthe 1ft of Novem 
ber, to the Honour and Memory of all che Sain: Ss 
and was inilituted by Gregory the Fourth, Anno 
e3°. The Papi?s Co fpt-acy, commonly alld 
G; unpowale ler-Treo sfon- ‘Day, is annually obfer ’don the 
sth of November, in Remembrance of the happ 
Deliverance of King rom the Firft, and the 
tlirce Eftares of the Re ain, fromthe moit er Lyle 
rous and bloody intended | Maffacre of the Papi/ts, 
who contriv’d to blow them up wich GarpowJer, 
when affembled in Parliament. Se. datiw the 
Apofite, obferv’d on the goch of Nuvexber ; ne itt- 
itructed the Sc; thians, Sacians, and Se dians, and che 
Inhabitants of the middle Seb. fiopolis in the Go- 
‘pel of Crrtt ; afterwards he LIC cals “die ap 074) 
. Galatia, B thinia, and alalong che Baa as 
ai! laftly, in Tava.e, Mares ae 1 Thejlaly, and Acosta: 
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where, in ihe Reign Of Titus Velpasian, he Was crus 
cifled by ¢ 2 King { f tne ‘ fe. 45 HF. xe as by 
WN 1c, and eosin d at Patr: sy a C ry of at Diiay 
che Year So. Sc. The mas, an Apotile, who in- 
itructed the Parthians, Mdedes, and Perfians, in the 
Golpel as alfo the Caramanians, Hyrcanians, Ba- 
éirians, and may Magiciins, is obferv'd on the 
z ult ¢ oF Decem mber s he was kili’d at laft witha Dare 
or Lance at Coleus: a City in India, and ther 
honourably incerr’d about the Year of Chrift Tor 
The Nativity of Chr:?, ocherwife call’d Chrifmas, 
is 2 moft folemn Feaft celebrated by the Church 
on the 25th of December, even from the Apoftles 
Time to this Day, in Commemoration of the 
Birth of our Saviour, at Bethlehem in Fudea, in the 
2d Year of Auguftus; which fell out, according 
o the Apr tation of Fumicivs, in the Year of the 
Vorld 3962, and herein Fofephus sagrees; but o- 
ther C hronol logers differ, for Ufvar dus computes it 
Janno Mundi §1go, a great Mittake indeed; and 
Bucho!lcer {to wnom We ratne ot | adhere) reckons if 
Anno Mundt 3979. St. Step “a the Proro-M: tyr, 
obferv’a on che 26th of December, mott zealo: ufly 
and tfrenn noutly confuted the Few: in their erro- 
ReoUus ‘dcmets con cerning Lice true J ab “main: 
rainine char fefes of Nazareth was the trae cne 
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Pay, 18 meni on the 28ch of — in Me- 
mory of the Children or the innocent Infants of 
Betilehem, who were moft inhumanly maflacred 
im Our Saviour’ flead, by Herod I the Great; and 
among whom his own Son efcaped not the 
Fate of this Cruelty, which extorted this Saying 
(as Macrooims notes) from Auguftus Cafor, the Ro- 
man LMperor, Mlius eft Herodis. porcum eff: quam 


flecm, thatis, Is is better to be Herod’s Hog than hs 


Son: however, thac Tyrant mift in his wicked 
intention of dettroying Fels, for jolept being 
warnd thereof by rer ina Dream, he and the 
Virgin Mary fled with the bleffed Babe into Ez Tyo 
where, on the very fi Night of Cbrijfs Arrival, 
all ene Idols thro ughoute the Land (as Lar onus 
writes in bis ECCi¢ fiaftical Annals) fell down, and 
were broken to pieces, 

Q. Ave the Stars in the Firmament infinite, or [a 
many that they cannot be number d ? 

A. ‘They are not infinice in Number, for ie 
as written, He tellerh the Number of the Stars: He 
calleth them all by their Names, Plal. cxlvii. 4. Uf 
they may be counted and named, they are not 
infinite ; therefore, when as we fay, that they 
are infinite, cur Meaning is, that their Number 
is exceeding great, as it is apparent in this Pro- 
mife of God to Abraham, In multiplying I will 
gli iply thy Secd as the Stars of the Heaven, nl as 
the Sand which is upon the Sea-fhove. Gen: xxii, 17. 

C3. Gentlemen, if I by) L Commodity, and after I 
bave it, ut p? ‘aves mot CG: od, Way I put tt off at y a good 
Price, tho’ the Pevrfon that hens ; is ignorant thereof 2 

A, The Perfon who propofes this Queition we 
~— C means, Whether is the Seller bound to make 
known to the Bayer, the Faults of that which he és 
dheutta fell? Tf fo, due Confiderations muft be 
had of divers Circum ftances. Firit, whar the 
Nature and Qualicy of the Faule is; whether . 
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be flighe or animportine $0 or fu ch as may Vitiate 
the Tning fold, and render it either unufeful or 
cangerous tothe Buyer; or again, whether the 
Fauc be apparent, or (ecre . bo th thefe do juftly 
vary the Cafe: Slight and harmlefs Faults may 
be conceald withon: Injuftice ; main and impor. 
ting muft be figniizd: [Ef apparent Defeats be 
not difcern’d by the Buyer, he may thank him- 
felf; fecret Faults know only to the § eller, fuch 
as may be prejudicial to the Buyer, ought not to 
be conceal’d, or if they be conceal’d, fo as that 
the Buyer pays for ic as | {9 ound, and perfe &, tind 
the Seiler in Confcience either to void the Bar- 
gain orto give ruft SatisfaGtion. Secondly, it would 
ye confider'd, puters the Buyer before the Bar- 
gain be ttruck, hath enquird of the Seller to fig- 
nifythe Faulks of the Commodity to be fold, and 
our of a Reliance upon the Seller's Fi delity and 
Warrant, hath made upthe March; or whether in 
the Confidence of his own Skill, without moving 
anv Queition, he enter efolu: ely (de bene eff) upon 
the bow pre in’ i Commodity: ifthe former, a double 
Bond lizs upon the Seller to deal faithfully withthe 
bk “yer, and therefore to let him know the true Con- 
dicdion of the Thine expofed to Sale, that fo eicher 
he may take off tis Han ; or if he fhall fee chat 
notwichflanding that Defect ic may ferve his turn, 
Pe haw frac oe ction the Price accordingly: Orher- 
fe he fhallbe euiley Sear Falfhood and Op. 
prefion’ of Perfidion{nefs, Bue if the Buyer will 
peremptorily rely upon his own Judgment. and 
as profyming ro make a Gain of thac Bargain 
(which the Seller cur of Confcience of the Imper- 
fe@tion, fets, as he oveht, fo much lower as the 
Jefect may be mor difadvan: ageous to the Buy- 
will go the ough with the Contraat, and ftand 
to all Hezards, we fec no Reafon why the sel- 
lor may not oe e the Price ftipulaied; out a 
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ai if the Match may carry Danger in 1t to the 
Buyer, asif the Horfe fold be fubjea to a perilous 
Starting, or Stumbling; the Houfe fold have a 
fecret Crack that may threaten Ruin; or the 
Land fold be liable to a litigious Claim, which 
may be timely avoided ; the Seller is bound in 
Confcience (at leaft after the Bargain) to intimate 
unto the Buyer thefe fauley Qualities, that he may 
accordingly provide for the Prevention of the 
Mifchief that may enfue. 

Bue if the Seller fhall ufe Art to cover the De- 
fects of his Commodity, that fo he may deceive 
the Buyer in his Judgment of the Thing bargain‘d 
for, or fhall mix fauley Wares with Sound, thae 
they may pafs undifcover’d, he is more faulty than 
his Wares, and makes an ill Bargain for his Soul. 
Inthis, shortly, and inail other Cafes that concern 
Trade, thefe univerfal Rules muft take place. 
That itis noe lawful for a Christian Chapman to 
thrive by Fraud. That he may fell upon no other 
Terms than he could wifh ro buy. That his Pro- 
fit muft be regulated by his Confcience, not his 
Confcience by his Profic. That he is bound ei- 
ther co prevent the Buyer’s Wrong; or if heed- 
telly done, to fatisfie ic. That he ought rather to 
affect to be honeft, than rich. And laftly, thae 
as he isa Member of a Community both Civil 
and Chriftian, he ought to be tender of another 
Man's Indemnity no lefs than for his own. 

QO. Has God determin’d the Time, and Kind o/ every 
Man's Death? And tifa Man lays violent Havds upon 
binafelf, out before he commits that heinous Sin, be hear- 
tily repents, and ask God's Pardon for all his paft Sins, 
a well as implore and b.feech bis Mercy to forgsve bim 
what he’s about to Adi; whether or no can be expect 
to be fav'd: for if (0, many thoufands would practice 
thes Suicides if not, 100 many are miferably decew d. 


G A. 
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A. To-the firft of thefe Queftions we reply, 
thae God wichout doubc has determin’d the Kind 
of every Man’s Death ; and the Time, beyond 
which he ‘fhall nor exceed a Minute but he may 
fhorten his Time by irregular A@ions, as by 
Drunkennefs, Quarrels, Whoredom, and com- 
mitring fuch Offences againft the Laws of his 
Country, which may cur hin off wich a capital 
Punifhment. As for Example, a young Gencle- 
man of not above 23 Years of Age being hang’d 
in-Germany for killing another, before he was 
cut down, a Beard as white as Snow fuddenly 
{prung from his Chin down as low as hs Paps, 
‘which Prodigy, as we may call it, being report- 
‘ed to the Emperor, who enquir’d of feveral 
learned Men the Cale of ir, they told him, that 
if ic had net been the Gentleman's Misforcune to 
have committed a Crime for which the Law 
doom'd him to an untimely End, he might have 
liv’'d to thofe Years, which fo ufually give Beards 
of that Length which was {een to fhoot from his 
beardlefs Face. 

As to the other Queftion, take the follow- 
ing Solution. Diredly to intend or endeavour 
that which may work our own Death, 1s abo- 
minably wicked, and no lIefs than the wortt 
Murder. For if a Man may noe kill another, 
much lefs himfelf; by how much he’s nearer to 
himfe!f than to another: And certainly if we 
mult reguiace our Love to ancther by that to cur 
felves, ic muft follow that Love to our felves 
muft take up che firit Room in our Hearts: And 
that Love cannot but be accompanied witha De- 
teflaion of any thing thir may be harmful to our 
felves. Doubrlefs, manv chat can be cruel to a- 
nother, are favourable ence oh to themfelves ; bue 
never Man that could re cruel to himfelf t, would 
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attempt thisis highly injurious to that God, whof2 
we are ; who hath committed cur Life as a moft 
precious Thing to our Truitt, for his Ufe, more 
than our own ; and will require from us an Acs 
count of our managing of ic, and our parting 
from it. It is a foul Mifprifion in thofe Men, 
thac make account of themfelves as their own, 
and therefore that they are the abfolute Lords of 
their Life. Did they give chemfelves their own 
Being ? Had they nothing but meer Nature 
in them ? Can they but acknowledge an higher 
Hand in their Formation, and animating, .whae 
a Wrong were it therefore tothe great Lord and 
Giver of Life, to fteal out of the World, withoue 
his I.eave that placed us there ? But much more 
if Chriftians, they know themfelves, befides, dear- 
ly paid for ; and therefore not in their own difpo- 
fing, but in his that bought them. Again, ‘tis 
molt defperately injurious to ourfelves, as incur- 
ring thereby a certain Damnation for ever, of 
thofe Souls which have wilfully broken God's 
more eafie, and temporary Prifon, to put them- 
felves into che direful Prifon of Satas to all Erer- 
nity. Nature icfelf, though not enlighten’d with 
the Knowledge, of the S:ate of another World, 
found Caufe to abhor this Praétice: However, 
the Stoical Philofophers, and fome high Roman 
Spirits following their Doétrine, have been liberal 
of their Lives; the Zhebans of. old profefs'd a De-~ 
teftation of this wortt of Prodigalities ; and che 
Athenians enacted, that the Hand, which fhould be 
guilty of fuch an Ad, fhould be cut off, and kept 
unburied ; and it was wifely ordain’d by that Gre- 
cian Common-wealth, when their Virgins (out of 


a peevilh D f{contentment) were grown into a> 
felt-killing Humour, that the Bodies of fuch Of-. 


fenders fhould be draggzd naked through the 
Streets of the Ciry ; the Shame whereof ftopt the 
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Courfe of that mad Refolution. It is not the 
heavieft of Crofles, or the fharpeft bodily An- 
guifh that can warrant fo foul an Ad. Well 
was ic turn d off by Antifthencs of old, when in the 
Extremity of his Pain he cry’d out, Ob! who will 
free me from this Torment? And Diogenes veeehd 
him a Poniard, wherewith to difpatch himfelf : 
Nay (faid he) I faid, from my Torment, net from 
my Life: As-well knowing ic neither fafe, nor 
eafi¢, to pare with our felves upon fuch Terms. 
Far, far be ic from us to enter into this Rank and 
File of thofe worthy Martyrs, who, in the Fer- 
vour of their holy Zeal, have put themfelves for- 
ward to Martyrdom ; and have courageoufly pre- 


vented the Luft and Fury of Tyrants, to keep - 
their Chaftity and Faith inviolable. We lock up- 


on thele as more fit Objeéts of Wonder, than ei- 
ther of Cenfure, or Imitation. For thefe (whom 
we may well match with Sampfin and Eleczar ) 
what God’s Spirit wrought in them, he knows 
that gave it; Ruies are they by which we live, 
not Lxamples. However, we may not by any 
means dire@tly a& to the cutting off the Thread 
of Life ; fo, from what has been faid, the Gen- 
tleman, who fent us thefe Queflions, may be al- 
fur'd, that co pray to God to pardon Sxicde, or 
Self-Murder, is making the Spirit of Holinefs the 
EnCourager of Sin; and that when a Man 1s go- 
ing about to kill his Neighbour, and rob him, let 
him firit fall to Prayers, and his Wickednels fhall 
be forgiven him in the World to come. 

Q. Gentlemen, St. Paul fays, 1 Cor. x. 6,7. Thefe 
Things were our Examples, TUNE Types oy Figures: 
Neither be ye Idolate:s, as were fome of them: 
Upon which (regarding the Context) give me Leave to 
ask you thefe (Queftsons. 

te What were the Things under the Law that were 

our 
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cut Types or Examples ; whether all the Hiffory of the Wd 
Pencareuch, or only fome particular Parts of tt ¢ Sih) 

2. Whether it be poffib'e (as the Fathers were of Ops- 
nion) minutely to fhew bow the Evangelical Antitype a- 
precs to the legal Type, as Face anfwers Face in A:nig- 
mate ? 

3. Whether the Church of Chrift can be idolatrous, 
end {psrstually worfhip a Golden Calf, according to the 
Tipe of the Children of Urael i the Wailderne/s, as the 
Jitofile cautions againft i, faying, Neither be ye Ido- 
lacers, as were fomeof them? 

A. Before we proceed to anfwer the abovefaid 
Queftions, we are obliged to take Notice, that the 
Perfon who propos’d them, under the feignd 
Name of Atfagogus, and whom we fupposd to be 
the Ariftobulus (if we may judge by a Parity of 
Hands) that pretends to defend the moft blafphe- 
mous Tenets of the Quakers, has fent us an im- 
pertinent Letter, for omitting them in our lait 
Delphick Oracle ; which we were oblig’d to do not 
cnly to him, but likewife to feveral others, for 
wanc cf room ; but they inferted in this, and he 
may fee the feveral Queftions are of as great 
Weight and Importance as his, though he has 
the Vanity to write to the contrary ; nay, fo much 
Opinionated, as to fay he'll fhew the true, primi- 
tive, apoftolical Doétrine of the Church, and 
and the right Ufe of the Fathers, which the pre- 
lent ( O! monftrum bhorrendum ) Controvertifts in 
Keligion, whether Pars or Proteftant, Lutheran or 
Calvani/t, Epifcopaitan or Presbyterian, Trinitarian or 
Arian, and the reft of ’em are utterly ignorant of, 
and is only known to him : However, by the 
way we muft tell him, that if ic is his Misfortune 
to be coo felf conceited of himfelf, we only re- 
queft of him to keep his Pen in due Decorum to 
us for the future, and we fhall ftrive to oblige: 

him 
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him to the beft ofour Power. Soro the Matter 
he propofes. 

Asin the Creation Darknefs went before Light, 
or as the Dawning precedes the Brightne!’s ¢{ the 
Day, and as Foferh ob{curely at firft beh: v'd unto 
his Brethren, and cover'd wich a Veil ftcod before 
the People, even fo in the Detection of the glo- 
rious Work of Man’s Redemption, myttical Pro- 
mifes went before merciful Performances, cark 
Shadows were the Fore-runners of that bright 
Subftance, obfcure Types were Harbingers to 
that gloricus Antitype the Me/iab, who was com- 
ing after, and Lew:’s Law with its figurative and 
veiled Ceremonies, was the wive Refemblance, 
painting and pointing out that clear Lamp and 
Lamb of God, the exprefs Image and engraven 
Character of the Father : So that as folded in 
fwadling Clouts, and lying ina Crib, he was feen 
and fhew’d unto che Wifemen that came from the 
Eatt, fo involv’d in typical Ordinances, and lurk- 
ing under Shadowilh Signs, he was offer'd and 
exhibited unto the Fews that faw but his Day afar 
off the eclipfed and dimn Light of the Moon, as it 
were, as yet but only glimmering, or the twink- 
ling Brighenefs of Starry Lamps as yet only daz- 
lingly glicrering : Urril the true Phi/pborus, that 
glorious Sun himfelf, did arife in the Horizon of 
our Humanity, difperfing the Beams of his Boun- 
ty, and manifelting himfelf co be that only Lighe 
of the World, promifed to them that fic in the 
Regions of Darknefs, for Comfort and Illumi- 
nation, and to the Joy of all in Heaven and 
Earth, the Lamb himfelf only opening chat 
fealed Book, and unfolding the Truth of for- 
mer hid Myfteriss. Then that Ladder of Hea- 
ven, and Leader to Glory, was more brightly 
feen, than Facoh faw the fame formerly.in a 


Dream. Then thactrus Tree of Live planced in 
ihe 








ae Pay aOR SO 


The Deiphick Dracie. 55 


the Earth of our Natures was plainly viewd 
without the Limits of the Heavenly Paradile. 
Then that Heavenly Manna, which the Father 
gave from above, moft abundantly offerd ic felf, 
unto the Refrefhmene of all hungry J/raelites. 
And that bleffed Rock from City to City, and 
Place co Place following them, mott clearly gu- 
fhed out the comfortable Waters of Life, for eve- 
ry onecto drink, and never to thirft afcer. Then 
the true curing Serpent was gracioufly re-erected 
on high for all Men to behold wich the Eye of 
Faich, and then all the Mofaical Sacrifices, and 
Rudimencal Rites, which like the Bapri? pointed 
our Chrijt Felus to be che Lamb of God, that 
cakes away che Sins of the World,unfolded them- 
elves to their former dark fhadowiih Significa- 
tion, and while chey remain’d in Vigour, albeie 
(like Zacharias before his Son’s Birth) they were 
dumb and obfcure Signs, yet ceafing, and in their 
Departure (the fubftancial Body filling up their 
Room) with their eternal Farewel, opening 
their Mouth, as it were, they faid that which 
before figned, and gave a hearty Congratulation 
and Welcome to their accomplifhing Verity, as 
Night gives place to Day ; Levi thus yielding to 
a more excellent High Prieft, and Hagar the 
fond Woman unto her free Dame Saras.. Thus 
the Evangelical Light hath difcover’d the Mean- 
ing of Legal Obfcurity ; and Aaron's Bells founds 
never but Fefus Chri and him crucified ; nor his 
Silver Trumpets but the joyful Jubilee of Souls 
Freedom ; his many Sacrifices pointing out that 
one All-fufficient : And how the fucceflive Divei- 
fity of Types of fundry Things, Places, Pertons, 
and Actions, from time to time, couchingly in- 
volv'd, and cunningly convey’d the bleffed My- 
ftery and deep Secret of the Abyfs of unfearcha- 
bie Love to Mankind, and excenfive Mercy patt 
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comprehending, as by fecret Water-Spouts from 
Pollerity to Pofterity, for Continuance of the 
vigorous Hope of the Faithful ; who, with Sime-n, 
long’d to fee the Salvation of the Lord. 

By what we have faid above we would inti- 
mate, that all the Hiftory of the Pentatcuch (excep- 
ting one Paflage) were icgal Types or Figures cor- 
refpondent to Fefus Ch if the Evangelical Anti- 
type ; and what Congruity, but with fome Difpa- 
rity they had to our Saviour, take in thefe few 
Examples. The Tree of Life in the mid |t of the (yar- 
den, Gen. ii. 9. typifying Chri? is that true Tree 
of Life, or the true Vine, Joh. xv. 1. giving the 
Fruic and Juyce both of Grace and Giory, found 
gn the miaft of his Church, dat. xvili. 20. But as 
that Tree endurd but for a Time, this Tree of 
Life continueth ever, Heb. vii.24 Adium was crea- 
ted in the Image of God, Gen. 1.27. So is ( brit 
the Image of the Invifible God, Col. t. 15. but as the 
firft Man was of the Earth, earthyy the fecond Mun is 
the Lord from Heaven, x Cor xv. 47. as Circamet- 
fion was a Type of Baptifm, fo was the Eucha- 
rift typified by the Paflover, call’d fo becaufe the 
deftroying Angel paffed over the Houjes of the Chil- 
dren of Ifrael in Evypt, when be {mute ihe Egyptians, 
and deliver d our Houle:, Exod. xii. 27. And Chri 
is calld our Paffever, 1 Cor. v. 7. becaufle God's 
Wrath paffes over all them, whofe Souls are 
{prinkled with his Blood, and truty by Faith feed 
upon him: Bat then the Jew:(h Paflover did only 
feed the Body ; whereas our Paflover Chri? doth 
feed theSoul, The Bird that the Prieft offer’d for 
cleanfing the Leper, was killed in an Earth:n Vejje!, 
over-running Water, Lev. xiv. 5. fignificd Chr: fe- 
fus, who hath fuffer’d for us, his Innocency and 
Clearnefs in our humane Nature; for he was 
holy, harmle{s, undefiled, [eparate from Sinners, Heb. 
vii. 26. The red Heiter being flain without the 
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Cam>, and her Blood {prinkled before the Taberua- 
cle cf the Congrezatiun feven times, Numb. XIX. 324 

fhew'd how Chr:ft fhould fu ffer wichout the Cit’, 
that be might fankif ie the People with his own Biood, 
Heb, xiii. 12. Now this {prinkling Water made 
ofthe Afhes of the Heifer, {prinkling them that 


were unclean, fanctified only as touching the pu- 


ritying of the Fleth; but the Bloed cf Chriff, who 


ihrouga the eternal Spirit, offer'd bimfelf svithout Spot 
to God, purges your Confcience from dead Works to fer ve 
tie ling ing See Heb. ix. 14 
“hefe few Examples are fufficient to fhew, how 
the Evangelical Antitype agrees to legal Types, 
and had we room enough, we could have alfo 
fhew'd how the reit of ’em agree, as Face anfwers 
Pace in Anigmate; but the golden Calf which the 
Hrachites made in the Wildernefs, and faid, Thefe 
be thy Gods, O Ifrael, which brought thee up out of the 
i Egypt Exod. xxxii. 4. was no Type of 
he Chriftian Church, but a God of Egypt call’d 
Apis Aureum caput bovis, quem vocamt Apin, Lays 
Lattantius, de vera [apient, lib. iv cap. 10. The 
{icad thereof was the Image of a Bull, therefore 
they did worlhip him in the fame manner as the 
Eg syptians did their Apis, for they did mightily re- 
joyce and feaft themfelves when he was made, 
and danced round about the Idol. But we cannot 
conceive how the I/raelites could be of fuch weak 
Memories, as to forget the Greatnefs of God’s 
Power, lately manifefted to chem intheir Delive- 
race from Kgypt, and in the publifhing of the 
Law; or of fuch perverle judgments, as to af- 
cribe to the Works of their Hands the glorious 
Acs of the Almighty, of which they had been 
Eye-Witnefles ; for it feems they intended, as the 
Pavijts do, to adore God in the outward and vifi- 
bie Reprefentation of a Bull, or of a Calf. accor- 


ding to the Cuftom of the Egyptians ; theeefore 
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they did not fay, To morrow there fhall be a Fe- 
ftival to Apis, Ofiris, or Ifis, the Gods of Egypr, bue 
to the Lord 5rn 3395 an So that they were fo 
imptous as to afcribe the facred Name of God to 
this fhameful Image, or rather to worfhip Ged in 
this vile Form: And the Hebrews tell us, that the 
Generation of fuch as were fo profane ac this 
Time, had yellow Beards growing on their Faces, 
in Remembrance of that foul Sin, which their 
Forefathers were fo forward to commit in the 
Wildernefs: Therefore that we infer from hence 
is, that the J/rae/ites in worfhiping the Golden Calf 
were grofs Idolaters, and fo would the Chriftians 
be guilty of the like Sin, were they to Worhhip 
God in the fame Similitude, which was no Type 
at all, asaforefaid, of the Church of Cérif. 

Q. Friend Roberts, fince the Authors of the Del- 
phick Oracle have accepted of the Challenge of Arifto- 
bulus, 7 do now corimence my Difputation with them, 
as follows. It 1s objected againft the Quakers, that they 


are Allegorif?s on tbe Scriptur’s, and turn the H:ftory of 


the Bible (which fuch as you interpret literally) into Al- 
legory. We confefs the Charge, and plead in our Defence 
the Authority and Example of the primitive Fathers who 
were univer[ally piofeft Allegorifts, contending for and 
endeavouring after metapnorical and myftical Interpreta- 
tions on Mofes ana the Prophets, whom your modern 
Commentators expound according to the Letter, therfore 


they, nor your Preachers are not taught and inftructed of 


Fod, fo confequently are none of the Minifters of the Spi- 
“it, [poken of by Paul. On the other hand there’s an ex- 
ak Agre:ment betoveen the Primitive Chriftians and the 
Quakers; and as the abovelaid Objection is fuch as yosr 
felyes have oftcn made againft the Quakers, fo may you 
read, that the “sentiles of old did make the like again 
the fir ft Chriftians, as may be [een in Eufebius’s Ecele- 
fiaftical Hiftory, \tb. vi. Cap. 9. whereupon give me 


leave to objer7re. thet as the Quakers for their Ablegories 
do 
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do vefemble the Primitive Profeffors of Chriftianity, (a 
ave you in making the Objection againft them, like the 
Gentiles ; and confidering your Malice and Hatred a- 
gain(t the Quakers, and the Perfecutions you would rat[e 
againft them, ye are greater Enemies to them, in whom 
Primitive Chriltianity 2 reviving, than were the Gen- 
tiles to the fire Chriftians: theresore how do you main- 
tain your Objeciton againft the Quakers being Allego- 
rifts. 
wr In our Delphick Oracle for the Month of Fa- 
puary 1719-20, Page uit. we prov'd upon very good 
Grounds, that che Quakers are the very warft of Hea- 
thens, but hicherto we have norfo much as troubled 
our felves about this moft pernicious Se&, which 
ought to be converted by ——and---, excepting in 
our Delpbick Oracle for the Month following, 
wherein we acquainted Arifobulus, that we ac- 
cepted of his Challenge, bue no way objected 
againft their being Allegorifts on the Scriprures, 
for thefe Reafons; x. Becaufe they Quakers deny 
the Scriptures of the O/d and New-Te(tament to be 
the Word of God; nay, one of their chief Holders- 
Perth, namely, Fames Naylor that Biafphemer taught 
‘em, that i¢ was Blafphemy for iy 20 fay tice Letter ts 
the Word of God ; it is the Devil thet contends for tbe 
Scriptures to be the Word of God. 2. Becaufe the 
Duakers equal their own Wricings and Sayings 
with the Scriptures, and prefer them before the 
Scriptures; the aforefaid Blafphemer thus impu- 
dently faying, Tbe Things following which I have de-~ 
clard cf, are not the Things of Atlin, nor by Man add 
Ireceive them, but by the Revelation of Fefus Cbrift. 3. 
Becaule the Quakers deny the Scriptures to bea 
Rule of Faith and Life, or a Judge and Determi- 
ner of Religious Controverfies ; for Parne/, another 
of their Blafphemous Teachers fays, be alfo that 
faith the Letter is the Kule and Guide of the People cf 
God,. is without, feeding upon the Husk, ands ig- 
2 nor aist 
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was, 4. Becaufe the Suacers take Men off from 


Keading the Scriptures, and looking into them 
for Infiru@ion and Com fort 3 for Story, another 
of their illicerace Inftrucors {a ays, Althourh the 
poly Seriptu ‘2 without, and the S Saints Prattices are as 
Ligats in the Wor! a, yet far Be it from all true Chriftian 
Men fo to idolize ies, asto [et them above the Light, 
whic is fufficient to guide; cr to eftecws them equal 
ith the Light and § pirit of Chrift within. 5. Becaule 
the Duskers: firm the Doctrin os, Comneaiac, Pro- 
mifes. ‘Holy Examples, expreiled inthe Scriptures, 
(asfuch) not at allto be binding tous ; for Burroughs, 
other unlearned Fellow fay 'S. That i is no Ca? mmand 
of God to me, what be cominar dol to another. 6. Be- 
caule the Suckers deny the Scriptures to be by any 
means, by which we may come to know God, 
Chritt, and our felves; ot, Smith, another igno- 
sant VW retch, fays, the J Kromicdge of the Languages 
| cmd Lan (whiz ch ibey cals the QO- 
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Acain, Ariftcbulus fays, the Ouakers imitate the an- 
dient Eathers of the Church, who were fuch 
mighty A/egorifs, that they turn’d the Seriptures 
into Allegories, and contended much for metapho- 
rical aind myftical Interpretations; to which we 
repy, that thouga ma ny Texts in Scripture are 
figui ati wes yet more are to be taken in a literal 
enfe farchermore, weobfervd (with Smith, 
mn his M fy i of Rheteorick unveild, page 5, 
66, 97.) that Scriptural Al legories are natural Or 
inferrd: A natural Allee cory is {uch as is exprell 
deliver d ia the Scriptures themfelves; and this 
properly is the myttical Senfe of che scripture : 
Aa Allego: y inferr’d is fuch as the Scripture ic felé 
fnews mot, nor makes manifett, but is brought in 


| 


yo 


by pee ers : And Ailegories of thts kind 
arc like unto Pictures, but the if — E.xpofti- 
ons like ro stone | Vv ‘alls, the Houfe hath its ftre eneth 


from the Stone Walls, the hereeta offices not the 


Jeatt tre “eth either tothe Houfe or Walls. Thea 


this Allegory is either offerd, or inforced, or wre- 
ited ; that inferr’d Allegory from Set ripture which 
is offer'd, hath a probable Ground and Founda: 
rion in the literal senfe, and preportionabie Aq 


rel 


rreeab lenefs of thofe Things, and is likewileagree- 
to the Analozy of Paiths; or ot nerwile VE 


thall not follow the meranhorix al and my fi cal . dn 
terpretations of the ‘athers where chey caviere 
irom it; and an Allegory infor¢d or elke, i 13 


j 
{uch as is lefe detitute of a probable Grontid_or 


7s 


. 
Foundation in the liccral Senfe; either ie-diiters 
roo much from the ‘hing trom which its taken 


¢93 


Cee 


or it is agreeable to ancther and chavart Obi 2 
or ocherwift ic is roo remote from the Aaalory 
- : 


fthe Scriprures. Now the Learnd being abis 


ies 


to Bici ry which Texts of Seri prares ar » iguradve,; 


and which to be taken literally; we-are not ob- 
sdto pin our Fath upon the aller voricas Ex 
fittons of the Gathers, who haye drawn ito Ar- 


cument 
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eument the Fable of the Phenix, and made ufe 
of that of the Salamander, Pelican, Bafilisk, and 
divers Relations of Pliny, but deducing from thence 
moft worthy Morals, and even upon our Saviour, 
we admit, that although this be nor prejudicial 
unto wifer Judgments, who are indeed but weak- 
ly mov’d, with fuch kind of Arguments, yet is 
ic oftentimes the Occafion of even unto vulgar 
Heads, who expeé inthe Fable asequal a Truth 
as in the Moral, and conceive thar infallible Phi- 
lofophy, which isin any Senfe deliver’d by Divi- 
nity. But wifer Difcerners do well underftand, 
that every art hath itsown Circle, that the Effeas 
of Things are beft examin’d, by Sciences where- 
in are deliverd their Caufes, chac {trict and de- 
finitive Expreflions are always requird in Phiic- 
fophy, bucaloofe and popular Delivery will ferve 
oftentimes in Divinity, as may be obferv'd even 
in holy Scripture, which often omits the exact 
Account of Things, defcribing them rather to our 
Apprehenfions, than leaving Doubts in vulgar 
Minds, upon their unknown and philofophical 
Defcriptions. Thus itterms the Sun and the Moon 
the two great Lights of Heaven; now if any Man 
{hall from hence conclude the Moon is fecond ia 
Magnitude unto the Sun, he muft excufe our Be- 
lief, and we think ic cannot be taken for Heretie, 
if we herein rather adhere tothe Demonttration 
of Kepler, and other Aftronomers, than the popu- 
lar Defcription of AMofes. Thus it is faid, chat 
Solomon made a Molten Sea of ten Cubits, from o-im to 
brim, round in Compafs, and five Cuvits the Heigot there- 
of, and a Line of thirty Cubits did compafstt round avout. 
2 Chron. iv. 2. Now inthis Defcription, the Ctr- 
cumference is made juft treble unto the Diameter, 
that is 10 to 30, or 7 to 21, but Mathematical 
Demonittrations makes the Proportion of the Dia- 
meter unto the Circumference, as 7 unto almofl 
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22, which will occafion a fenfible Difference thae 
isalmotta Cubic. Thus herein if we adhere unto 
the Mathematicks, which defines this Matter more 
exa@ly than the facred Text which {peaks largely, 
we hope we fhall not offend Divinity, becaufe 
we arefure we fhall have Reafon and Experience 
of every Circle to fupport us. Bur more of Alle- 
geories when the Quakers clear themfelves from 
their Blafphemous Opinion of the holy Scriptures, 
with which we charge them above ; and then we 
fhall farther fhow them, how erroneoufly they have 
expounded fome facred Texts, to the full Con- 
fucation of Arifobulus, who atremps to efpoufe the 
weak Caufe cf the worft of H:athens. — 

Gentlemen, Iremember when Iwas at a certain 
Boarding-School in this Nation, there owas Four of us 
School-fellows that were alfo Bed-fellows; and I being 
one of them, one Saturday Night, I going into Led after 
the reftin the dark, and juft preparing to put on @ clean 
Shirt, was [urpriz’d with a Lizht fhining on afudden 
behind me, the which when turn'd about, I perceiu'd 
to be a [mall Blaze fixt on the Board which was our 
Bed's Head, Herenpon, awaken d 2 of my Bedfellows, 
who alfo faw it, but the ether could not by any means, 
as fhaking, pulling, thuxping, and pinching him, be 
ewaken’d whilf it lafed, wich was about 2 Minutes. 
It iffued cut Rays all around, juft as the Sun 1s, commomn- 
ly delineated on Signs, giving then avery grect Light; 
and at laft defcended there from a very {malt Stream 
or Channel, very much like to afmaill Stream of liquid 
Gold. This taking vent the mext Morning, one of oxr 
Houfe-maids (a poor, filly, {uperftitious Creature, as I 
then accounted her) with great concern lamented and 
bemoan d the {aid Boy whom we could not awake, avers 
ring, that the Light portended the Death of bis Father, 
his Mother being already dead, But I affure you, that 
in [ome little time after (within half a Year at furtbef) 
a Letter from Carolina confirm’ dthe Maid's Prediétion. 

One 
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Oxe of my Bedjellows is now living in London, and 
452 y (if at W W eltminfter, and ari b tO rea: 4 tO atic ft the 
Truih (if required) of wwat is kere rz'acd. I have 
jince beara if jeve tal {ucbd Poenomenon 8, or Appearar 

cés, and that many Pople al/o agrce tn our poor Maid’s 
progrofticating tbe Porte: wd the: “Of, to ve the [ ofs of a 
Frievd to one of the Fawily who happens not to fee the 
sipparit tio, Lar 9: 2y part, I kucw not what to think of 
the ways Teter pretation ihevecf, nor indecd of the Appa- 
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4cGl, that is to fay , Whaesber [uch Apparitions are nalu- 
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other Peoples Relat suits be trie and o of wich I haw no 
Reafon to doubt. + I orefius jize ta tell you before-band, 
I cannst adinit fa Decepi . Vitus for an “ln fwer, 

there were 2 of us, - a every ones idea of it the 
ry felf favre as appeared by cur Defcription of 3 it [epa= 

aa LO fer veral | "et [cits L. 

A. The Propoter of this Queftion feems to 
command usto believe what he tells us, in fay- 
ing he wil! noc admit of a. Deceptio vifus for 
an Anfwer, which we muit aliow of, tho’ con- 
trary to the Gcrtleman’s Opinion, becaufe Sa- 
tan can delude Mien three Ways; 1. By Local 
Morion, fuddenly removing one Object from the 
Fye, and fubiticuting inflead thereof another; 
thus are we deceiv’d in many fuppofed Transfor- 
mations, as when we think we fee Women tranf- 
formed into Cats, or Hares, or any other Crea- 
ture, the Woman is fudd lenly onvey d away, and 
the Cat put into her Place. 2. By darkning the 
Medium or Arr, thas we cannot {ec the Odjed, 
or by conde nfing of it fo, that the Object ap- 
pe ars quite other than it is. 3. By working cn 
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the Situation thereof: Thus by elevating or de- 
preffing the Eye, we fee Things double, and 
otherwife than they are; or by difturbing the 
Vifure Spirits, or by cafting a Mift before the 
Eye; for by fuch Tricks the Egyptian Sorcerers 
made the People believe they had done the fame 
Miracles that AZofes did. Now why may not 
others be now thus deceivd ¢? But now to come 
nearer to the Defire of the Gentleman who fends 
the abovefaid Relation, I do believe Appariti- 
ons have appeard to fome People before or at 
the Death of particular Friends, or other Per- 
fons, for Seamen ufe to tell us of many ftrange 
Sights and Apparitions they have feen in the 
Ocean, and in the Night alfo ftrange Voices and 
Sounds have been heard near deep Waters, or 
Rivers, which are taken for Prefages of fome 
fhortly to be drownd there: Thus a ftrange 
Voice came from the Shore, which call’d upon 
Thamus the Egyptian Ship-Mafter, who then had 
caft Anchor at ’rexea, telling him that the great 
God Pan was dead. So Sir Thomas Grefham, who 
buile the Royal-Exchange in London, being in Si- 
cily, had the Curtolity with fome others to go up 
Mount -£1xa, with an Intent to approach the bur- 
ning Mouth of it as near as they could, but in rhe 
Atcempt a fudden [rruption of Fire caft forch fla- 
ming Flakes of Fire and stones, with fuch a dread- 
ful Violence, thacthey was forced to run down 
the dangerous Precipice with all the hafte they 
could make, to fave their Lives, at the fame time 
hearing avery fhrill Voice cry out feveral times, 
Make WAY, fur the great Antonio /s coming. When 
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they came inco the Valley they fer down the Hour 
and Minute according to their Watches, as they 
| heard this Voice, and fhortiy after they receiv’d 
the News ofthe Death of Antonw then King of 
} Sicily, who they found by comparing their Notes 


£ a 12° 











66 The Deipjick Dracie. 


died juft at the Time asthey heard the Voice a- 
bove-mentiond. Again, I remember to have 
read fomewhere, I think it wasin Ro/s his Paufe- 
Gera, that as lie was once travelli ing before Day, 
with fome Company, near the River Don by 4ber- 
deen, they heard a great Noife, and Voices call’d 
to them; he was going to anfwer, but was forbid 
by his Company, who told him they were Spirits, 
which never are heard there, but before the Death 
of fomebody ; which feil out too true: For the 
next Day a gallane Gentleman was drownd with 
his Horfe, as offering to {wim over. But chat 
which is moft parallel to our Propcunder’s Story, 
is this of Rovert Dev ereaux, Earl of Effex, eldeft Son 
to Waltcr Devercavx, the great Favourite of Queen 
Elizabeth, and General co the Parliament Army, 
railed againit King Charles the Firft, who, at the 
‘Time of his Pather’s Imprifonment was 4 Student 
in Eat.n College, where, in his Chamber the 
Night before he was beheaded, he faw forthe {pace 
of 3 or 4 Minutes a very bright Light as if bur- 
ning in a Lamp tiiluminate his Room tho’ dark, 
that he cou'd {ce plainly to take up the (inallett 
Pin, with which illumination he was much fur- 
prized; however he went to Sleep, and about 6 
inthe Morning he fuddenly and diftractedly leapt 
out of his Bed ina found Sleep, andtothe Amaze- 
ment of fsveral Gentlemen ran out of one Room 
into snotacr , crying out, Ais Father was Rill a, his 
Father was dead; and not many Hours afer, the 
jad News was bro ugnt, which fo carly in the 
Morning, and io ttrangely be prefag’d Sleeping. 
Bue now fuch Aspearances and Voices we have 
been talking of, are not natural; but may fome- 
times be caufed by God for ends beft known to 
hirafeif, or elie, thro’ his Pe rmi illion, by the De- 
vil, to caufe Fearin Men, which hath wrought fo 
iy among the ignorant Pagazs, tho not 
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ationg Chriffians, that they have planted their 
whole Religion in the worfhipping evil Spirits. 

Q. How can St. Paul’s faying a Man is juttified 
by Faith and not by Works, 2e reconcii dto St James's 
afirming, that good Works are the Effect of true 
Faith 2 

A. Allehatcantruly and in Propriety of {peech 
be faid of Faith in this matter, is this; chat Faith 
is fo {trong a Motive to Obedience, that if it be 
drawn as a Weapon to the purpofe, and usd as ic 
fhould, ic weuld in reafon out-ballance all the con- 
trary Temprations to Difobedience: And if the Wil, 
which hath the calting Voice, gives its Sufferage, 
as in reafon it ought, ic fhall then infallibly 
produce Odedience ; but yet not érre(i/tib/y, becaule 
that Will being ftill a free Facu/zy at leatt to Evil, 
may after all the Propofal of motives either fuf- 
pend its Action, or elfe do that which it fhould 
not. Medea was not deceiv’d in herfelf when fhe 
faid, Video meliora proboque, deteriora fequor. And 
{o many who makes no doubt of a Heaven to be- 
long to all penitent reformed Servants of Chri/?’s, 
and that that Heaven contains Joys above all that 
the World can afford, do yet choofe the Pleafures 
of Sin for the prefent Seafon. But whence is all 
this? But from hence, that the carnal Pleafures of 
Sin for the prefent obtain the Confent of the Wil 
againft all the future Pleafures and Joys of Heaven, 
joynd with the Sowernefs of prefent Obedience, 
which could never be, if believing the Promifes 
always either neceffarily, or infallibly produced 
good Works, 

Q. Gentlemen of the Delphick Qracie Imufi con- 
fe(s to you I was moft Religiou(ly and carefully bred up in 
the Principles of the Church of England, by my Parents ; 
but they dying when Iwas very young, fo that the Force 
of Education had made no {trong Impreffions on my Mind 
as to what I had been aught i¢ was my Fudgment, 
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as being bred up afterwards A112 1% F Roman-Catholicks, 
to make choice of their Religion, and pave Continued in 
that Perfuafion for thefe 50 Years, but having lately 
forme Conflict in my Confcience about the Truth thereof, I 
defire you qwould be pleas d to inform me, withcut Par- 
tiality on either fide, on woat Points of Doctrines Mr 
Andrew Polton the learned Fefuit, and Dr. Tenifon. 
fate Archbifhop of Canterbury difcoursd ia the Reign 
of King James il, for Iwas then beyond Sea, and there 
continued till within thefe two Months, becaufe it is my 
Refolution to aie in the Faith of theVirtue, and moreover 
I would know of you, learned Gentlemen, whither {uch 
rts Refolution 1s not a good Way tO obtain Salvation ¢ 
A. Finding the abovelaid Gentlemen is wave. 
ing at thefe Ycars in the Creed, we fhall (to fettle 
him, ic poffible, in fome Religion) give him an 
Abfira& of the Conference held at I ondon, in 
September 29th, 1687, betwixt che aforefaid Jefuie 
and Archbilhop, who wasthen only Reétor of the 
Church of Sc. Martin inthe Fields. The Difpu- 
tation was occaficnd thro an Apprentice-Boy 
in Loug-dcre, turning Papiff, upon being told that 
Luther was diflwaded from going to Mafs by the 
Devil, and that from thenceforth the Refoundation 
proceeded upon the Word of the Devil. When the 
Difputants firft met, Pulton proceeded to talk a- 
bout Luther and the Devil, as che Boy before had 
done, and his leaving Mafs at the Devil sInftance ; 
to which Teaifmreply’d, that Luther (fome Grains 
of Allowance being given to him, as we ought 
coevery Man) was an excellent Inftrument of 
God's; chacif Lurher had faid any where there 
were 3 sacraments, he had {aid no more than Paf- 
chafius Radbcéus, who flourifhing about the Year 
S21 was the Inventer of Trantubftantiation ; and 
that the Story of his calking with the Devil, was 
only putting his Spiriceual Confliét (after rhe Mon- 
kifh way) into the form of a Colloquy, for one ~ 
the 
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the firft Difluafures from the Mafs which made 
Impreffion upon Luther, was this: He had bern 
at Rome, and faid Mats there, and heard ic faid, 
and he took notice of the Profanenefs of the Mats. 
Priefis ; and he overheard the very Courtezans 
jceringly faying, that fome who confecrated, had 
usd thefe Words, Bread thon art, Bread thou {halt be ; 
Wine thou art, Wine thou fhalt be. 

Next Pulten ask'd, what was the Rule of Faich, 
and where we had our Bible? who gave us the 
Copies ; how, where, and when? to which Teni{on 
anfwer'd, the Rule of Faith in the Holy Bible; 
and the Sum of it in neceflary Do&tines, in the 
Apoftolical Creed. That if they had any good 
Proof of the ible, we hadistoo; and that the 
firft external Inducement for the receivire of the 
Bible, as written by fuch and luch Pe:fons, and 
as fuch a Book, was (not fo much the Auchoriny 
as) the Teftimony of he univerfal Church of all 
Ages, all agreeing in it, and amoneft others the 
Romans excepung the : Apoci ypnal Boo! <s of later 
Time raifed by them into a Level wich the pri- 
mary Canon. That the Proteftants cook in the 
Tellimony of Heathers, as of Fulianthe Apottare, 
who, againft himfelf own’d three of the Evange- 
liits ; and the jews, who had once the Oracles 
of God committe ‘ tothem, and from whom the 
firit Chriftians receiv’'d the Canon of che Old Te- 
ftament. That the Confent of the World remov'd 
all Doubt ; and thaticr the Holy Bid/z, when Me: i 
came to confider the Prophecies and theic Events 
the Characters. of Cérift, the Hiltory of C4ri7, and 
Things in thofe Books moft worthy of God, and 
ufe of Pious means on Humility of Souls, they 

hed farther aifurance begotten in them. Then 
Pulton {aid fomething of. Thou art Peter, and upon 
thee will I build my Church. To which 7eni/on 
reply'd, that he made no Diftin@tion between 
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the Mafculine and Feminine Gender; and that 
Textran not upon thee Peter, on this Peter; bur 
upon this Rock em cavry 7h werpe in the Femi- 
nine; tho admitting that our Saviour did build 
upon him (for by him he opened the Kingdom of 
the Goipel to the Fews at Fern/alem, and to the 
Gentiles at Cefarea) yet feeing there were 12 Foune- 
dations, Cori? promifing that he fhould be one, 
did not exclude the other eleven. Then Palton 
ask’d, where fuch a Church as ours was vifible in 
all Ages? and clapping his Hand with great force 
upon the Table, faid, if he could not fhew the 
Vifibility of his Church, and we could that of 
ours, he would be dang'd. Hereupon Teni/on re- 
ply’d, you ule avery {curvy Word, which puts 
mein mind of afaying of the late Lord Faulklana, 
you are apt to hang and to damn, but if they whom you 
hong, were 20 more hang d than they whom you damn, 
vere damn d, few Men would fear ether your hanging 
or your damening. ‘Then he added, that we had the 
true faith, before any Miflton came from Rome. 
That St. Gregory's Faith was not that which Rome 
now teaches. That a Doctrine contrary to Tran/ub- 
fianii.twn had been taught in the Saxon Church ; 
and chattie would prove fuch things as thefe out 
of their own Writers: naming at the fame time 

Brede. and fome others. 
Now they enter upon a Difcourfe about Tran{ub- 
fiantiation, in Defence of which Dodtrine, Pulton 
voted feveral Fathers, and after noifie rambling, 
and wrong citing of {purious Works, for proving 
the Chriit’s real Prefence in the Eucharift; Zeni- 
fon faid, he would defend the true Senfe of his 
Church, even in thofe miftaken Words tn the Ca- 
techifm, the Body and Blood of Chrift are verily and 
indeed taken and receiv d by the Faithful in the Lord's 
Supper, So proceeding farther about the Roman 
corporeal Preience, and it being askd —_ 
Wilat 
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what kind of Philofophy that was which main- 
eain'd chat Accidents fubfifted without Subftances : 
he faid ic was true Philofophy to fay, there was 
Whitenefs whithout a white Thing, and breaking 
without a thing broken, and the Body of a Man 

ithout the Demenfions and Figure of fucha 
Body ¢ It was anfwerd, God could do this. Ie 
was reply’d, there was no need, no Promife, 
fuppofing Godcould do it; befides God could not 
do what was aContradiction, it being an [mper- 
fection. Pulton {till continued the Diicourfe, and 
faid we accus’d them of Idolatry, whereas they 
worlhipped not the Bread, but Cérif under it. 
To which Tenifon reply’d, That he alfo ador’d 
Chriff when he took the Sacrament, but not that 
fubftance which they faid was under the fhew of 
Bread; and thatis ic provd to be Bread, it was a 
Creature, and the worfhip of it would be the wor- 
fhip of a Creature. Here Pulton afferced that the 
Bread wasannihilated ; and being fhown by Texi/on 
that his Opinion was contrary bothro Truth and 
hisown Church; he falv’d ic by faying, ’twas an- 
nihilated fo far as it was Bread. As for the Cup 
in the Sacrament being taken from the Laity, a 
Papiff prefent at this Conference faid, ’twas taken 
away for fear of being fpile. 

Lis true, Mr. Tenifon did acknowledge the Reman 
was once a true Church, but never the Church ; 
and a true Church may fail in procefs ot time, 
as forme of the feven Churches of the leffer dz 
did; and St. Paw! continu’d the Romans themfelves, 
in his Epifttle to thofe People. xi. 20, 21, 21, againit 
immoderate Confidence, leaft they, as well asthe 
obflinate I/raelites, fhould be cut off. But then for 
Councils in whichthe Papifs fo much confide, be 
faid, they were not togive aRule of Faith, bue 
to make Peace inthe Church, by proceeding ac- 
cording tothe Rule, the Scripyure. If ithad been 
ctherwife, the C4rifian Word, in which from the 
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Beginning were many Diverfions and Herefies, 
had been long without a fufficient Guide or Rule, 
{ccing there was no General-Council till 225 
Years of Chrif. They alieeged Scriptures, and 
if they had not done fo, Men would not have 
flood to their meer Authority, Or to any other 
Tradition than the Creed, and not to that but by 
univerfal Confent, as founded inthe Holy Bible. 
Phen Pulton inufted, for the Truth of their 
Church, their Unity, and the dividing and fubdivi- 
ding of the Reformed without end. To this Z- 
nifon faid, thacinche Rowan Crurch, the Fanfenifes 
have accus’d the Fefuts of a new “Herefie of the 
Pepe's being infallible in Matters of faét, and a- 
bout mecy other Things they are at Variance. 
Andthere are in Spain and ttaly great Numbers 
of the Difciples of Adun s, who are againft the ule 
of Imapcsin paying, and the Javocation of Saints ; 
“user Things tor which the reft of the Church 
of Reme Coto much contend. Next Pu/ton mov’d 
ene Zeca, of cherr Chureh in making Converfions 
abroad. To which Tenifon faid, The Queftion is, 
whether they are Converfions to the true Chrifti- 
anity, of which we have Inftances in the Englifh 
Protefant Colonies. For the Seridces and Pharifees 
compals ‘d Sea and Land to make Profelytes; but 
at would have been much better for Religion, if 
ghey hac my dd at ho Ollie, ‘and mended re own 
Morals. ctides we obierve, that moff of your 
Converfions are made in warm Countries, where 
there " Gold, and other valuable Things ; and 
thac the like Zeal does not move you towards cold 
and barren Nova — And the Manner of 


infifted on Miracles. To which 
= 12 hAiracics are for ‘them that be- 
them who believe, why do 
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you not fhew a Sign among us, who are not too 
hafty of Affent to Dodrines properly Roman 2 
Next Pultos movd, that Men of Quality among 
them go out of the World into Holy Orders. To 
this Tendfon reply d, it is in the Ecclefiaftical State, 
the readieft Way to Preferment ; but I do not fay, 
chat none have better Intentions. Then Pulton 
faid, That they built our Churches; whereupon 
Tenifon told him, it was a good Argument for the 
Heathens who built the Pantheon, or the Temple for 
the Worfhip of all {trange Gods ; and which now 
at Rome they ufe as the Church of All their Saints. 
A good Argument for the Turks, who in the Morea 
built many of the Mofques, which are now by the 
Romanifts usd as Churches. ni 

Now Pulton objects againft the Lechery of King 
Henry VIII. as introducing our Reformation; and 
againft the Violence of Queen Elizabeth for ver- 
fecuting the Papif's. To which firft Otjcdiion Te- 
nifon reply’d, that King Henry livd and dy’d a Pa- 
iff, and many Popes have out-gone him in Vice, 
and more in Athe{m: And to the other he faid, 
but who are the Violent? They that provoke, or 
they that punifh when juftly provok’d ? Till the 
Pope fent his Bull againit her, the Papif's liv’d in 
great Quiet and Eafe, and came to our Service. 
Pope Pius V. took all poflible means to difturb her 
Reign; and he himfelf would not let her die in 
Peace, for he makes her Death, (after a Reign of 
44 Years,) to be a Judgment upon her, and faid, 
as his fore of Charity mov’d him, that She exchang’d 
a wicked Life for everlafting Death. 

This is the Summary of four Hours Conference, 
in which there’s no great Triumph, bur if any got 
the Victory it was Doétor Tenifin, who perhaps 
had came more within the Jefuit, had he given 
better Play. But to convince our Querift which 
is the trueft Religion, — that profefs’d by 

the 











74 = The Delphick Oracte. 
the Protefants or the Papifts, let St. Paul's Epiftle 
written to the antient Chriffian Romans, (but a- 
gainil our new Anti-chriflian Romans) be Judge ; 
and ic will plainly appear, that the Doétrine which 
the abovefaid Apoftle taught to the antient Church 
Of Rome, is ex diametro, oppofite in 26 fundamental 
Points’of true Religion, to that which the New 
Church of Rome teaches and maintains: For St. 
Paul taught the Primitive Church of Rome, Firft, 
That our Election is of God’s free Grace, and not 
ex operibus previfis, Rom. ix. 11. x1. 5. Ge Secondly, 
That we are juftified before God by Faith only, 
without good Works, Rom. 1.17. ili. 20, 28. 1V. 2. 
Thirdly, ‘That the good Works of the Regenerate, 
are not of their own Condignity meritorious, nor 
fuch as can deferve Heaven, Rom. vi. 23. viii. 18. 
x1. 6. Fourthly, That thefe Books only are God’s 
Oracles and Canonical Scripture, which were com- 
mitced co the Cuftody and Credit of the Fews ; 
fuch were never the Apocrypha, Rom. ili. 12. Xvi. 
26. Fifihly, That the Holy Scriptures have God's 
Authority, therefore above the Authority of the 
Church, Rom. iii, 4. 1x. 17. Xi. 32. conferrd with 
Gal. tii. 22. Sixthly, That all, as well Laity as 
Clergy, that will be faved, muft familiarly read 
or know the Holy Scriptures, Rom. xX. 1,2, 8. XV. 
4. XVi 26. Seventhly, That all Images made of 
the true God are very Idols, Rom. 1. 23. and Rom. 
i, 22. confer’d. Eighthly, That to bow the Knee 
rcligioully to an Image, or to worfhip any Crea- 
ture, is meer Idolatry, Rom. xi. 4. anda lying Ser- 
Vice, Rom.i.25. Ninthly, That we muft not pray 
unto any, but co God only, in whom we believe ; 
therefore not to Saints and Angels, Rom. vill. 19. 
27. X.12,%4. TLenthly, That CHRIST is our In- 
terceilor in Heaven. Eleventhly, The Scripture 
proves an Eieaven and Hell, but no Purgatory, 
: nor 
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nor Limbus patrum., ‘Twelfthly, The Crofs is no 
more to be worfhip’d,than Adoration to be paid to 
Reliques. Zhirteenthly, As no mortal Man is with- 
out Failings, the Pope cannot be infallible. Frur- 
teenthly, As the Catholick Church comprehends 
all Chriffiams, itis not peculiar only to the Church 
of Rome. Fifteenthly, We are to depend upon the 
Word of God, and not on the Traditions of Men, 
in Matters tending to Salvation. Sixteenthly, Au- 
ricular Confeflion is an Impofition on the People. 
Seventeenthly, Prayers for the Dead are not avail- 
ing, becaufe there’s no Repentance in the Grave. 
Eighteentaly, The Lairy ought to receive the Cup 
as well as the Clergy, becaufe Chrift forbids none 
from coming to his holy Table. Nineteenthly, Mur- 
derers, Traytors, and other Villains ought not to 
be canonizd for Saints. Twentiethly, Pilgrimages 
to Shrines and other Places procure not our Sal- 
vation. Next, The Mafs is no propitiatory Sa- 
crifice for our Sins. The Clergy are not excluded 
by divine Authority from marrying. There are 
not Seven Sacraments, but Two only, Baptifm 
and the Lord’s Supper. Indulgences are only a 
pious Cheat. Extream Undtion does not carry 
us to Heaven. And /aftly, The Elements of Bread 
and Wine cannot, by the Virtue of Tranfubftan- 
tiation, be changed into the real Body and Blood 
of Chrift. Now by what has been faid, the Gen- 
tleman may fee how dangerous it is to embrace 
the Faith of the Church of Rome, becaufle God fhall 
fend them firong Delufion, that they fhould believe a Lie. 
That they all might be damn'd. 2 Theff. i. 11, 12. 
Therefore we advife him to return into the Bolom 
of his Mother Church again, before it 1s coo late ; 
for fearch all Religions the World through, and 
he will find none that afcribes fo much to God, 
nor that confticutes fo firma Love among Men, 
as does the eftablifhid Doctrine of the Proteffant 
Church of England among us. K2 QI 
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Q. Is it impious for the Pagans to adore Spirits? 

A. Yes; fince it was the bad, not the good Spi- 
rits, (which was alfo idolatrous) whom the Pagans 
did Worfhip, as may be prov’d by weighty Reafons: 
Firf, Becaufe thofe adored Angels did not throw 
off their Worfhipers unto the Service of the true 
God, but as much as in them lay, labour’d to abo- 
lifh the fame; or at Jeaft in every refpe& requir’d 
equal Honour withthe Almighty. Secondly, Be- 
cauic they procured all the Mifchief they could to 
the Worfhippers of the one moft high God, by pro- 
voking both Magittrates and People to inflict Pu- 
nifhments upon them. For when it was lawful 
for Pocts to fing of the Murders and Adulteries 
committed by the Gods, and for the Epzscures to 
take away all divine Providence, and any other 
Religion (tho’ never fo different in Rites) was al- 
low'd, asthe Heyptian, the Phrygian, the Grecian, the 
Thufcan, and the facred Rites of Rome; even then 
gencrally the ‘ews alone were ridiculous, as ap- 
pears by Sat:res and Epigrams written upon them ; 
and fometimes alfo fuffer’d Punifhment. And as 
for Chriftians, they were afflicted with moft cruel 
-Punifhments: No other Caufe whereof can be gi- 
ven, than that both thefe People did worfhip one 
God, whofe Honour was impeached by the Mul- 
ticude of fuch Gods as the Heathens adored; who 
did not fo much vie one with another, as with him. 
Thirdly, This was manifeft by the way of their 
Worfhip, which no way befeem’d any good and 
honeft Spirit; namely, by human Blood, by the 
running of naked Men in the Temples, by Page- 
ants and Dancings, full of nafty Filthinefs; fuch as 
may be feen at this Day among fome People of 
Africa and America, who yet fet in the Darknefs of 
Gestililns. 


Yea, 
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Yea, which is more, there both anciently were, 
and now are People, who worfhip’d evil Spirits ; 
which they knew and profeffed to be fuch: As 
Arimanius by the Perfians, the Greeks thofe they 
call’d Cacodemons, the Latins their Vejoves, and now 
fome Ethiopians and Indians {uch like Deities; than 
which nothing can be imagind more impious. For 
what is Religious Worihip but a Teftimony of an 
infinite Goodnefs, that a Man doth acknowledge 
to be in him whom he worfhips? Which if it be 
exhibited unto a bad Spirit, it is falfe and deceit- 
ful, implying in it no lefsCrime than High-Trea- 
fon ; forafmuch as the Honour due unto the King 
is not only withdrawn from him, but 1s confer’d 
upon his Enemy, and one that hath traiteroufly 
revolted from him. Moreover vain is that Per- 
fuafion which they conceive of God, that he is 
good, and therefore will not punifh this Offence ; 
becaufe they think fo to do, were contrary to his 
Goodnefs. For Mercy or Clemency, that it may 
be juft, hath its Bounds and Limits; and where 
Wickednefs abounds beyond Meatlure, there Juftice 
doth as it were conliaite require the Infliction 
of Punifhment. Neither is it lefs blameable, that 
chey pretend Fear conftrains them to honour wic- 
ked Spirits; fince he that is perfeétly good, is as 
communicative alfo ; and therefore the Author of 
all other Natures, which are his Produétions. And 
if he be, then ic follows, that he hath abfolute 
Power and Dominion over all Creatures as over 
his Workmanfhip ; fo that nothing can be done 
by any of them, which he hath a Defire to hinder. 
Which Things being certainly true, we may eafily 
gather that evil Spirits can no farther do any hurt 
to him, who hath God, moft high and moft tran- 
fcendently good, favourable to him; than that 
God, for the fake of fome good or other, fhall think 
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of thofe evil Spirits by his Prayers, which is not 
to be rejected; becaufe he that is evil 1s then worft 
of all, when he feigns himfelf to be good; and the 


Gifts of Enemies, are meer Snares and Treache- 
Fics. 


Q. Do the Turks believe the Scriptures ¢ 
A. The Turks (as Rycaut fays in his Hiflory of 
the State of the Ottoman Empire, Ub. i. cap 8.) at- 
tribute no {mall Reverence and Authority to the 
Old Tefament, as wrote by divine Infpiration, but 
that the Alcoran being of later Date, and containing 
the Willof God more exprefsly and perfe@ly, the 
former is now abrogated, and gives Place unto 
this. However, tho’ itis granted by Mahomet and 
his Followers, that Mofes was fent of God, and 
Fefusalfo; and that they were holy Men, who firft 
of all publifh’d the Doétrine of Chrift, yet in the 
Aicoran, Which is Mahomet's Law, many Things 
re recorded plain contrary to what is deliverd by 
Mof:s, and by the Difciples of Fe/us. Thus to give 
cne Example for many, all the Apoftles and Dif- 
ciples of Chri, with one Confent do teftify, that 
Fefus was crucified, chat the third Day he was re- 
ttor’'d to Life again, and after that was feen of 
many. But Mahomet teaches quite contrary, name- 
ly, that ‘Fe/us was privily convey d into Heaven ; 
and not himfelf, buc fomething in his Likenefs 
was nail’d to the Crofs; and confequently he did 
not die; but the Sight of the Fews was deluded and 
deceivd. Again, the Mahometans are perfuaded, 
that in the 14th Chapter of Se. Fohbn, where men- 
tion is made of fending the Comforter, there hath 
been fomething regiftecd concerning Mabomer, 
which the Cérifians hath razed out. But here let 
us ask them, whether they think this Depravation 
of Scripture was committed fince the Time of A&%- 
homet, Or before ? That it happen’d not after the 
coming of Adi met, is plain, becaufe ever yen 
that 
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that time there have been in the World very many 
Copies, not only in the Greek Language, but in 
the Syriac, Arabick, and in Parts far diltant from 
Arabia, the Ethiopick and Latin Tongues of divers 
Tranflations; all which do fo agree in that Place, 
as there cannot be fhewn any Diverfity at all. And 
before the Time of Mahomet, there was no Caufe 
of Alteration: For no Man could know before 
his coming what Mushomet would teach. Yea, if 
the Doétrine of AMJahomet had contain’d nothing 
contrary to the Doctrine of ‘Fefus, the Chriftians 
would have made no more Difficulty to receive 
his Books, than they did to receive the Books of 
Mofes, and the reft of the Hebrew Prophets. Nothing 
of Chriftianity agrees with Mahometi(m but Popery, 
for as the Turks worfhip Mabomer, fo the Papij?s wor- 
fhip Images, Relicks, Angels, Saints, yea, and 
worfhip fuch for Saints as never were in being, 
and others whofe Saintfhip there is too much Rea- 
fon to queftion, being apparently guilty of fuch 
Crimes, as are inconfiftent with it. For Inftance, 
our Thomas a Becket (by whofe Blood, they have 
pray’d our Lord Chrif?, that they may afcend into 





- Heaven; and do ftill pray, (upon December 29.) 


that they who implore his Help, may have the 
faving Effeé& of his Petitions) whom our Fore- 
fathers, even in the time of Popery, look'd upon 
as a perjur'd Perfon, and as a Traytor; being not 
only call’d fo by the King, but in Parliament ac~ 
cufed of Treafon, the Bifhops as well as others 
being prefent; and the Bifhop of Winchcfter pro- 
nouncing the Sentence againft him. So exceeding 
prone they have been of late co run into Idolatry 
and Superttition, as they were more long ago in 
the Days of St. Martin, who broke down an Altar, 
which had been fet up by former Bifhops them- 
felves, in honour of a Martyr as the People ni 
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him; who prov’d to be (inftead of a Beato) no 





better than a Highwayman (as the abovefaid Sc. 
Martin difcover’d ) that had been executed for his 
Robberies, and there buried. Hence we may 
fafely afhirm, that the Rife of Mabometi{m may ferve 
as well for the Original of Popery, which took its 
Rife from the great Decay of true Piety, and the 
vain jangling that fell out among Chriffian People, 
by imploying their Time in curious Queflions ; 
which made the vulgar at laft not know what to 
believe, and to lay the Fault upon the Scriptures; 
n2y, to avoid them as hurtful and dangerous. And 
then it was eafy to lead them any whither, when 
they had forfaken the Light which fhewd them 
their way ; and began alfo to place Religion, not 
in Purity of Mind, but in Rites and Ceremonies; 
and to content themfelvesin fuch Things, as ferv'd 
rather to exercife the Body, than to amend the 
Soul. In fhort, that falfe Prophet Mahomet, and 
an Univerfal Bifhop, {prang up both together, very 
near the fame time; as Treafon and Idolatry fet- 
tled themfelves alfo together at the fame Time in 
the Age following. For the Pope, under the Pre- 
tence of retaining Images, which the Con/fantinopo- 
litan Emperor deftroy’d, revolted from him ; de- 
ny d him the Tribute that was wont, till then, to 
be paid him, even out of Rome it felf, as well as 
other Places; and denying him all Obedience, 
plainly thruft him out of Italy. This was Gregory 
the Second’s Proceeding again{ft Leo I/aurus; and 
thus the Bifhop of Rome, by his Papal Authority, 
became the firft Author of Defection from a Law- 
ful Prince, upon the Account of Religion. 


FINTIS, 














